
From:                                 Matthew Simpson <MatthewSimpson@harrispartnership.com>
Sent:                                  04 September 2026 16:46:06 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Planning Conditions" <planning.conditions@knowsley.gov.uk>; "Sheridan, Jo 
(Planning & Regeneration)" <Jo.Sheridan@knowsley.gov.uk>
Subject:                             1031NES - 20/00576/COND2 - Land North of Cables Way
Attachments:                   KN20-068_RespMemo_DoC16_AC (002).docx, 1031-1VL L02C Landscape Plan - 
Employment Units-A0.pdf

EXTERNAL EMAIL - This email was sent by a person from outside your organization. 
Exercise caution when clicking links, opening attachments or taking further action, before 
validating its authenticity. 

Secured by Check Point 

Hi Karen, 
 
Thanks for the below. I will send the comments through to the ecologist but can hopefully clarify 
a couple of points. 
 
Point 5 & 7 – Attached is the Landscape scheme that will hopefully satisfy these aspects. 
 
A lot of the comments relate to Phases 2 & 3 not being included. The conditions application is 
submitted as a partial discharge only relating to Phase 1 (employment section) and not 
including Phase 2 & 3 as previously discussed with Jo.
 
Phase 2 will be submitted separately in due course for discharge prior to start on site of this 
element and for Phase 3 either as reserved matters stage or as a follow up discharge of 
conditions application. 
 
Any queries, please let me know. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Matt 

Matthew Simpson RIBA
Design Director | Architect 

T: 0161 238 8555  -  M: 07393 013557
The Harris Partnership Ltd  -  Carvers Warehouse, 77 Dale Street, Manchester, M1 2HG 
www.harrispartnership.com 
 
Wakefield | Manchester | Milton Keynes | Reading | London | Harrogate | Edinburgh 

 
 
From: Planning Conditions <planning.conditions@knowsley.gov.uk> 
Sent: 04 September 2026 16:13
To: Matthew Simpson <MatthewSimpson@harrispartnership.com>
Subject: 20/00576/COND2 - Land North of Cables Way
 

http://www.harrispartnership.com/
http://www.harrispartnership.com/


This Message originated outside your organization. 

Hi Matthew 
 
Please review the attached response from MEAS regarding condition 16A (Landscape & Habitat 
creation Scheme).  Please respond as soon as possible with the required information. 
 
Kind regards, 
Karen  

 
Darlington
 

 

Development Monitoring Officer
 
Planning 

Telephone: 
 

0151 443 2066
 

Knowsley Council
 

, 
 

Huyton Library , 
 

Civic Way , 
 

Huyton
 

, 
 

Knowsley , 
 

L36 9FB 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 
This e-mail and any attachments are confidential. It may contain privileged information 
and is intended for the named recipient(s) only. It must not be distributed without 
consent. If you are not one of the intended recipients, please notify the sender 
immediately and do not disclose, distribute, or retain this email or any part of it and do 
not take any action based on it.

Unless expressly stated, opinions in this email are those of the individual sender, and 
not of Knowsley MBC. Legally binding obligations can only be created for, or be entered 
into on behalf of, Knowsley MBC by duly authorised officers or representatives.

Knowsley MBC excludes any liability whatsoever for any offence caused, any direct or 
consequential loss arising from the use, or reliance on, this e-mail or its contents. We 
believe but do not warrant that this e-mail and any attachments are virus free. You must 
therefore take full responsibility for virus checking and no responsibility is accepted for 
loss or damage arising from viruses or changes made to this message after it was sent. 
Knowsley MBC reserves the right to monitor and/or record all e-mail communications 
through its network in accordance with relevant legislation.
This e-mail and any attachments are confidential. It may contain privileged information 
and is intended for the named recipient(s) only. It must not be distributed without 
consent. If you are not one of the intended recipients, please notify the sender 
immediately and do not disclose, distribute, or retain this email or any part of it and do 
not take any action based on it.

tel:0151%20443%202066
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/
http://www.knowsleynews.co.uk/
https://www.foster4.co.uk/knowsley/
http://www.investknowsley.co.uk/
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/recycling-knowsley


Unless expressly stated, opinions in this email are those of the individual sender, and 
not of Knowsley MBC. Legally binding obligations can only be created for, or be entered 
into on behalf of, Knowsley MBC by duly authorised officers or representatives.

Knowsley MBC excludes any liability whatsoever for any offence caused, any direct or 
consequential loss arising from the use, or reliance on, this e-mail or its contents. We 
believe but do not warrant that this e-mail and any attachments are virus free. You must 
therefore take full responsibility for virus checking and no responsibility is accepted for 
loss or damage arising from viruses or changes made to this message after it was sent. 
Knowsley MBC reserves the right to monitor and/or record all e-mail communications 
through its network in accordance with relevant legislation.

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the 
recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast 
Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your 
human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

http://www.mimecast.com/products/










		



		



		

		



		



		

		



		



		

		

		

		







APPLICATION TO DISCHARGE CONDITION 16A (LANDSCAPE AND HABITAT CREATION SCHEME) PERTAINING TO PLANNING PERMISSION 20/00576/HYB

Land North Of Cables Way Adjacent To Carr Lane And Cables Way Prescot Knowsley



1. Thank you for consulting Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service in respect of this discharge of condition planning application. The proposals comprise the above planning description.

2. Having reviewed the application and supporting documentation, our advice is set out below in two parts. 

Part One deals with issues of regulatory compliance, action required prior to determination and matters to be dealt with through planning conditions. Advice is only included here where action is required or where a positive statement of compliance is necessary for statutory purposes.  

Should the Council decide to adopt an alternative approach to MEAS Part 1 advice, I request that you let us know.  MEAS may be able to provide further advice on options to manage risks in the determination of the application.

Part Two sets out guidance to facilitate the implementation of Part One advice and informative notes.

In this case Part One comprises paragraphs 3 to 30. There is no Part Two.

Part One

3. The following elements of condition 16 are ecology related (b, c, e, f, g, h, i, j, k and l). The applicant has submitted a Landscape and Habitat Creation Scheme (Bowland Ecology, 30/07/2026) and I reviewed this against these requirements of condition 16 below.



4. In summary, the Landscape and Habitat Creation Scheme (LEMP) is broadly accepted, however it only covers phase 1 of the scheme and is limited to 5 years. Further details are provided.



b. planting plans

5. The LEMP refers to a Landscaping Plan (Vector Design Concepts, Drawing ref: 1031-1VL L02 Rev.C) which includes planting schedules and the layout maintains and foraging/commuting corridor along the northern boundary for bat and other mammals. A phase 1 landscaping plan is provided at Appendix C however this is not legible therefore the species and numbers cannot be verified. An updated version is required. 



6. Further, a landscaping plan is not provided for phases 2 and 3. The development phase plan in Appendix D shows landscaping but no detail of planting schedules is provided and the image is again not legible therefore would be difficult for grounds maintenance/landscape contractors to follow. This should be updated to provide a fully specified landscaping plan for phases 2 and 3.



c. wildflower planting including translocation

7. The LEMP refers again to the Landscaping Plan for detail of wildflower planting. The above comments regarding legibility therefore also apply.



e. retention of dead tree TN7 where safe to do so

8. The LEMP only refers to tree TN7 as being located within phase 2. Hybrid permission 20/00576/HYB is for development of the whole site therefore the LEMP should include phases 2 and 3 in my view. 



f. retention of brash and deadwood in woodland areas

9. Section 3 outlines how brash and deadwood will be retained and created for small mammal refugia and invertebrates. This includes a proposal to create 3 invertebrate mounds/insect hotels. These proposals are accepted and should be implemented in full. 



g. improvement of retained woodland

10. 	The LEMP states: “Retained woodland is located within Phase 2 of the development and not covered in this plan. Native bluebell planting should be conducted within the retained woodland.” Earlier comments for element ‘e’ apply.



11. Section 2 of the LEMP does include woodland specific management specifications comprising invasive species removal, scrub creation and maintenance and planting of native trees that would benefit woodland on site. However, this does not fully address element ‘g’ which requires betterment of the understory and ground flora. More information including for phases 2 and 3 is required.



h. The proposed arrangements and specifications for initial establishment maintenance and longer-term maintenance

12. Detail of semi-natural habitat establishment and management is provided within section 2 and accepted. This should be expanded upon as required to include arrangements for habitats within phases 2 and 3.



i. Hedgehog and badger highways to be installed in boundary treatments

13. Proposed hedgehog and badger highways for phase 1 of the development are outlined in section 3 and accepted. Highways for phases 2 and 3 should also be included. 



j. Creation of invertebrate mounds/amphibian refugia/small mammals refugia

14. Details are outlined in section 3 and acceptable.



k. Installation of bird and bat boxes across the site to include the erection of a mix of 21 box types including 3 owl boxes and bat box installation along northern boundary interior of the site on mature trees

15. The LEMP states “The site is not considered suitable for the erection of owl boxes owing to the presence of major roads 200 m west of the site.” This is accepted.



16. Section 3 of the LEMP outlines the number, height and type of bat boxes to be installed. Twenty bat boxes comprising Schwedler 2FN and 2F general purpose bat boxes. 



17. Further, 21 bird boxes comprising a range of different types are proposed to be installed on suitably retained trees, 50% to be installed after phase 1 completion on retained trees. The height and aspect of the boxes is appropriate. 



18. Details of box maintenance is provided and acceptable. Plan at Appendix B highlights an area of retained woodland and trees along the northern edge of phase 1 where boxes should be installed. This is accepted and details of install location of boxes within phases 2 and 3 is required.



l. Timetable for implementation

19. Appendix E provides a timetable for management and monitoring. This is for 5 years only and should cover a period of 30 years. Further, the applicant should confirm whether this applies to the whole site or just phase 1 activities.



20. In addition, actions and timings for translocation grassland are not included and should be so that landscape and maintenance contractors are clear on management needs and in order to minimise risk of failure.



I would be pleased to discuss these issues further and to provide additional information in respect of any of the matters raised.



Andrew Clark MCIEEM PISEP

Principal Ecologist (Nature Recovery)





Working with local authorities for a clean, green, prosperous and resilient Liverpool City Region
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4 Disabled - 2.5 x 5m spaces


52 Car Parking Spaces
4 Disabled - 2.5 x 5m spaces


Proposed
Employment Unit


GROSS INT AREA 1,880m²
GROSS EXT AREA 1,974m²


Proposed
Employment Unit


GROSS INT AREA 1,932m²
GROSS EXT AREA 2,023m²
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Paladin fencing to match adjacent
(colour: Moss Green (RAL 6005))


Paladin fencing to match adjacent
(colour: Moss Green (RAL 6005))


Paladin fencing to match adjacent
(colour: Moss Green (RAL 6005))


Paladin fencing to
match adjacent
(colour: Moss Green
(RAL 6005))


Informal pathway to be redirected around the
perimeter of the paladin fence, all ground
within the site boundary to be made good to
ensure continuity with the adjacent landscape


Line of existing informal pathway


Existing hard and soft landscaping
to be retained within this area


Native
Buffer Mix
Ac (10%)
Cs (10%)
Ca (15%)
Cm (40%)
Ia (15%)
Rc (5%)
Sc (5%)
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SOFT LANDSCAPE KEY


Proposed formal clipped hedge
Refer to schedule for species and specification
To be maintained at maximum 1.2 m height


Proposed ornamental shrub planting
Refer to schedule for species and specification


Proposed extra heavy standard trees in soft landscape
Refer to schedule for species and specification


Proposed specimen shrubs
Refer to schedule for species and specification


Proposed native buffer mix
Refer to schedule for species and specification
- Each transplant to be fitted with rabbit guard and mulch mat


Existing trees / vegetation to be removed
Refer to arboricultural consultants tree report for details


Existing trees / vegetation to be retained
Refer to arboricultural consultants tree report for details


Proposed standard native trees in soft landscape
Refer to schedule for species and specification


Proposed flowering lawn / meadow mix
To be EL1 Flowering Lawn Mixture by Emorsgate
Refer to specification for sowing and maintenance requirements.
NB - To be sown into cultivated subsoil or low fertility topsoil to
ensure soil fertility is low so wildflowers can establish.


Tender issue & amends


Paladin fencing to match adjacent
Colour: Moss Green (RAL 6005)


Existing area of hard and soft landscaping to be retained
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design concepts


This drawing is copyright and may not be reproduced in whole or part without written authority. Do not scale off this drawing.


Notes:


All proposed tree locations are subject to co-ordination with drainage layout and
subject to modification depending on the location of underground services and
utilities. Drainage engineer to co-ordinate services layout in conjunction with the
landscape plan to avoid conflict as much as possible. Allowance to be made at
tender stage for the possible requirement for root barriers once the drainage
layout is confirmed, CA to be informed immediately once this is available.


Revisions Description Drawn Check


SOFT LANDSCAPE SPECIFICATION


NOTE: All soft landscape works to be carried out in accordance with BS4428:1989.


SUBSOIL
All suboil should be free draining and well aerated and in accordance with BS 8601:2013
Subsoil should be broken up to relieve compaction and aid drainage prior to topsoiling to the following depths:
- For light and non cohesive subsoils: 300mm
- For stiff clay and cohesive subsoils: 450mm
Immediately before spreading topsoil, remove stones larger than 50mm.
Cultivated subsoil that is used for wildflower grass areas should be minimum 150mm depth.


TOPSOIL
Existing site won topsoil to be reused for soft landscape areas if sufficient quantities are available and the topsoil meets
the criteria for multipurpose topsoil as defined in table 1 of BS3882:2015 specification for Topsoil.


Imported topsoil if required to be supplied and spread by the main contractor to the approval of the Landscape
contractor, in accordance with the parameters of a multi purpose topsoil as laid out in BS 3882 : 2015. To be a natural
sandy loam, of medium texture, with a pH between 5.5 and 7.8, not more than slightly stony and free of pernicious
weeds. Subsoil to be well broken up prior to top-soiling to relieve compaction. Topsoil depths should be:
Areas for Ornamental Shrub Planting: minimum 400mm
Areas for Native Buffer Planting: minimum 300mm
Note: Contractor to provide soil testing declaration of analysis certification and sample for inspection & approval prior to
delivery of any topsoil to site and post planting as evidence that correct soil has been used.


CULTIVATION
Weeds to be prevented from seeding or becoming established by applying a suitable herbicide and allowing the
correct time to elapse, as directed by the manufacturer. Compacted soil to be broken up to a depth of 100mm, with
any stones, grass tufts or rubbish larger than 50mm in any direction to be removed, leaving a regular and even surface.
Suitable slow release fertiliser to be supplied and spread @ 50g/m2 to all planted areas (not to wildflower).


CLIMATIC CONDITIONS
Topsoiling should be carried out in the driest conditions possible – cultivation to be carried out when the soil is moist,
friable and not waterlogged or frozen. Topsoil should not be handled during or after heavy rainfall or when it is wetter
than the plastic limit as defined by BS 3882. Planting should not take place in waterlogged conditions or when the
ground is frozen.


SOIL AMELIORANT
Peat-free compost to be spread over ornamental shrub beds @ minimum 50mm depth prior to cultivation. For native
planting a 50mm compost layer should be mixed into each whip planting pit only, not spread over the entire bed.


TREES
All trees within shrub beds to be planted in separate pits in accordance with tree planting detail.
All tree planting and post maintenance regimes to comply with BS8545:2014 'Trees from Nursery to Independence in the
Landscape' and transported to site in accordance with the HTA Plant Handling Guide: 1996.
All trees to be planted to the original root collar and secured in place with underground guying system (for EHS) or souble
staking (for smaller trees) in accordance with tree planting detail.
If the trees are planted outside of the planting season then containerised stock to be used in lieu of root balled but the
same tree heights are still required - allowance to be made for this at tender stage if required once construction
timetable is known and CA informed immediately.


PROPOSED SHRUB PLANTING
All shrubs to be positioned as shown on the drawing and to the density and specification listed in the plant schedule.
Planting holes to be 150mm wider than the root spread, have the base ground thoroughly broken up before planting
and backfilled with peat free compost.
All shrubs to be equally spaced throughout the planting areas to the specified density in a staggered arrangement
unless otherwise noted in the planting schedule.   
Contractor to ensure numbers on schedule match those shown on drawing before placing any orders for plants.  Any
discrepancies to be brought to the attention of the Landscape Architect upon discovery.
Contractor to check on site dimensions of all landscape areas to ensure specified quantities will achieve the specified
densities for each species.


NATIVE WHIP PLANTING
Areas to be cleared and cultivated as described above. Rotavate areas to receive whip planting to a minimum depth
of 300mm to form an open textured free draining growing medium. Remove all stones and other debris larger than
50mm in any one direction and remove all litter and vegetation matter prior to planting.
Each transplant to be fitted with tubex rabbit guard / shrub shelter appropriate to the species prior to mulching.
If the native buffer mix is planted outside of the planting season then containerised stock to be used in lieu of root balled
but the same shrub heights are still required - allowance to be made for this at tender stage if required once construction
timetable is known and CA informed immediately.


WILDFLOWER PLANTING
Wildflower mix to be planted directly into cultivated subsoil or low fertility topsoil in accordance with manufacturers
recommendations at rate of 4g/m2 (see key for species mixture).
Preparation: Cultivate subsoil, apply a suitable herbicide and allow the correct time to elapse, as directed by the
manufacturer, and seed the bed. No fertiliser, compost or mulch are to be applied to the wildflower bed.
Maintenance for the meadow areas (2 maintenance cuts per year):
Cutting first season: Time of first cut - if sown in Autumn cut in March/April, if sown in Spring cut in August - October after
flowering. Height of first cut - 70mm. If sown in Autumn it should also be cut in September/October after flowering.
Cutting second season: March/April - cut to 70mm then September/October - cut to 70mm after flowering.
To be cut twice a year from then on as per above.
*NOTE - At time of each cut all arisings to be removed from the bed to maintain reduced soil productivity.


SUBSTITUTIONS:
Upon submission of evidence that certain materials, including plant materials, are not available at the time of the
landscape contract, the Landscape Contractor may be permitted to substitute other materials and plants in exceptional
circumstances during the contract with an agreed adjustment of prices. 
All substitutions shall be of nearest equivalent species and variety to the original specified but shall be subject to
approval by the Landscape Architect before any change is made.


TIMES OF YEAR FOR PLANTING:
Landscape works to be carried out during the final possible planting periods prior to practical completion of the building
and associated engineering works / car park areas in accordance with the following:


- Native and ornamental trees: During dormant winter period - Late October to late March (only if planted in the
planting season otherwise containerised stock to be used).


- Bare root native transplants: During dormant winter period - Late October to April.
- Container grown ornamental and specimen shrubs: At any time if ground and weather conditions are


favourable.


MULCH
75mm depth of 8-35mm ornamental bark mulch (peat-free) to be supplied and spread to all planting areas. Finished
mulch level to be installed and maintained at 25mm below any adjacent kerbs or paving surfaces.


WEEDING
Weeding should be carried out at each and every maintenance visit. All weeding to planting beds should be carried out
using hand methods only. Topping up the mulch to maintain the specified depth is the best method of preventing weeds
and will reduce ongoing maintenance time.


MAINTENANCE
All planting areas to be maintained to a high standard by the contractor for 12months after practical completion, to
ensure the landscape scheme is successful, and discourage decline of the area. 
Minimum frequency of maintenance visits (12 maintenance visits per year):
March to May & September to November - 1No. visit each month
June to August  - 2No. visits each month.


Generally, during the first 12months:
- All planting beds to be re-firmed and kept weed free through hand weeding. 
- All litter to be picked and removed from landscape areas.
- Mulch to be topped up as required to maintain the specified thickness.
- The condition of all trees is to be regularly checked, with ties and stakes adjusted or replaced as necessary.
- Shrubs to be pruned at appropriate times of year for each species to promote healthy growth and desirable


ornamental features.
- Wildflower meadow areas to be cut and maintained in accordance with specification note above.
- All arisings to be removed from site.
- Any defects or plant losses occurring during the first 12 months defects period to be replaced at the contractors


expense.


Following the initial 12 month establishment period the maintenance of the landscaping will be taken on by a
professional commercial landscape maintenance contractor under a maintenance contract.


GENERAL WATERING
All soft landscaping to be subject to a watering regime which is absolutely essential to ensure the continued success of
the scheme, particularly during the initial 12 month establishment period.  The watering frequency should be as necessary
to ensure the continued thriving of all grass, hedges, trees and ornamental planting but as a mimumum should follow the
maintenance regime as set out above and be carried out at the time of each maintenance visit. During dry periods it
may be necessary to increase watering visits to once per week - if the planting is looking dry please contact Landscape
Architect to arrange the extra maintenance visits if necessary. The soil should be checked for dryness using either a soil
moisture sensor or by inserting a spade into the ground to a depth of 300mm to observe the appearance of the soil.  If
the soil is moist there is no need to water but if it is bone dry then watering procedure should be carried out immediately.
Water supply should be from potable mains water or an approved alternative.  The full depth of topsoil should be wet
without loosening or damaging plants.  Any compacted soil should be broken up sufficiently to allow water to reach the
rootzone.


WATERING TREES
Trees to be watered in accordance with BS 8545-2014 Tree - From Nursery to Independence.
Trees should be watered via the installed irrigation / aeration pipes around the base of the trees stem in accordance with
the manufacturer's instructions to ensure the water reaches the roots of the tree. Below is a suggested watering regime
but this should be used as a guide only and may require modification in times of drought or flood, dependant on the
ground conditions at the time, which should be monitored as above:


· March - October: 40 litres to be poured into irrigation pipe on every maintenance visit


19-03-21   A Paladin fence added & native planting omitted from  DW DW
northern boundary area in lieu of re-directed informal
pathway to match adjacent.


11-05-21   B Paladin fencelines adjusted in line with planners DW DW
comments.


18-05-21   C Landscaping amended in line with latest site plan. DW DW
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