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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1. This statement is submitted in support of the application made in respect of 

development proposed on the footpath to the rear of the grassed verge on the 

northern side of the A58 Prescott Bypass, Huyton, Knowsley, Merseyside, L34 

6HD as part of United Utilities’ Smart Meter Network. 

1.2. As shown in detail in the drawings submitted, the development proposes the 

installation of a very slim-line radio mast, 15 metres high (antenna centre-line 

mean height 16.3m), with a small and unobtrusive antenna configuration at the 

top, which has been well designed to blend into the existing street scene. The 

mast, therefore, is similar in appearance to other forms of street furniture that are 

typically located within many small rural and semi-rural villages such as street 

lighting columns, although in this case a need to be taller to provide the 

necessary radio coverage to premises within the settlement.  A small equipment 

cabinet is also proposed at ground level and again, will not be dissimilar to similar 

utility street apparatus such as those used by BT to provide broadband 

connectivity.  

1.3. Arqiva is an Electronic Communications Code Operator and so benefits from the 

right set out in Paragraph 9 of the Electronic Communications Code to carry out 

street works. The Electronic Communications Code is found at Schedule 2 of the 

Telecommunications Act 1984, as amended. Arqiva also benefits from the 

permitted development rights set out under Part 16 of Schedule 2 of the Town 

and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015, 

as amended. Hence in this case, the application is made under the Prior 

Approval procedures set out under Conditions A.2 and A.3 of Part 16.  

1.4. This statement includes: 

• A description of the site and surrounding area 

• A description of the proposed development 
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• An explanation of how the proposed siting and design of the development 

accords with National and Local Planning policies 

• A summary of the design and access considerations that have informed 

the proposed layout of the development. 

1.5. In this statement, which incorporates the design and access statement, we go on 

to highlight the role of the development proposed, to explain the particular need 

in this case and to demonstrate compliance with planning policy. We also provide 

information on health and safety and related issues by way of further 

reassurance. 
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2.  THE PURPOSE AND BENEFITS OF THE SMART METER NETWORK 

2.1. The development proposed forms part of Arqiva’s planned smart water metering 

network for United Utilities. United Utilities is a water and wastewater service 

provider with more than seven million domestic and business customers in the 

North West of England. United Utilities is committed to a large-scale smart meter 

rollout across the North West, with a goal of installing over 900,000 smart meters 

during the AMP 8 period (2025-2030). This initiative aims to reduce water 

leakage, improve water management, and support water conservation efforts by 

providing real-time data. The company has partnered with Arqiva to handle the 

sourcing, installation, and communication network management for the project. 

2.2. As part of this initiative, Arqiva will build and operate the smart water metering 

network for United Utilities drawing upon our experience in delivering smart 

metering networks for gas and electricity operators in the north of England and 

Scotland, and for Thames Water in London. 

2.3. In summary, the major benefits of smart metering will be: 

• More efficient operation: with faster leak detection and repair; better fault 

finding; greater network visibility; enhanced supply/demand planning; and 

better capital investment/maintenance targeting 

• Better customer service: providing customers with clear, detailed 

information on their water usage and consumption patterns, enabling 

them to adjust their behaviour to save water, energy and money 

• Environmental protection: lower consumption and reduced leakage 

enable reduced abstraction; this in turn cuts carbon emissions from water 

treatment and distribution processes 

• Improved water resilience: reduced danger of demand outstripping supply 

• A platform for more frequent and better-quality engagement with United 

Utilities’ Water customers on water efficiency offers, bespoke advice and 
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tools for reducing consumption and bills – both water and energy – 

benefiting water and fuel poverty agendas. 

2.4. In order to provide radio coverage for the smart water radio network, electronic 

communications base stations will need to be installed across United Utilities’ 

supply areas, hence the development proposed in Knowsley. 
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3.  THE REQUIREMENT 

3.1. Arqiva is licensed by Ofcom, the independent regulation of the UK’s 

communications industries, to use the 412-414MHz spectrum for the 

development of smart metering networks. The proposed base station will operate 

in this frequency range, which is the same as that being used in northern 

England and Scotland as part of our smart metering programme for the gas and 

electricity companies, and in London for Thames Water’s smart metering 

network. 

3.2. As the network must be able to communicate with meters that are typically found 

in a boundary box buried in the ground at a property, or in the footpath, the base 

stations must be located so that they can provide an acceptable level of coverage 

to the properties they serve. 

3.3. Arqiva also owns and operates the terrestrial radio and television broadcast 

networks and basing the smart water metering radio network on this portfolio of 

existing sites will be a critical element in minimising the potential visual impact 

associated with the deployment of a new base station infrastructure. This is also 

consistent with longstanding statutory and government planning policy 

requirements to use existing telecommunications sites, tall buildings or other high 

structures to minimise visual impact. 

3.4. These main installations provide the main umbrella of coverage to larger 

geographical areas and premises within those areas.  However, there are still 

smaller settlements, peripheral areas and more remote locations that cannot be 

met by these main installations due to coverage constraints, often related to 

distance, topography or other environmental related factors.   Hence, in order to 

provide more localised coverage to these areas, a secondary layer of smaller 

sites is required and these are generally physically smaller. The application is in 

relation to a site required for this secondary layer as explained in more detail 

below.  
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Site Selection 

3.5. The micro and repeater sites are required to provide localised indoor coverage 

over very specific areas and so the siting parameters for coverage reasons are 

narrow. 

3.6. The sites must also satisfy a range of operational criteria, such as good fibre 

connectivity, an existing power supply suitably high and resilient for an electronic 

communications network, a reasonable level of security, vehicular or pedestrian 

access for ongoing maintenance and security of tenure for the life of the SMN 

contract. In addition, the site must be capable of being constructed without undue 

constraints and avoiding undue environmental disturbance, that for example, 

might be associated with creating new access tracks and supplying new power 

runs above or below ground. 

3.7. In assessing these various requirements and looking to find an appropriate 

balance between operational and environmental factors, a sequential approach 

to site selection has been adopted.  Site sharing, utilisation of existing buildings 

and structures have been explored to best meet the operational need whilst 

minimising environmental impact.   

3.8. The following sites were investigated as possible opportunities for meeting the 

specific localised coverage needs to the settlement but were found to be either 

unsuitable and/or unavailable or comparably no better than the chosen site.  
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Figure 1: Discounted Options Map 

 

 
Site Name and address 

 
National 

Grid 
Reference 

 

 
Reason for not choosing 

D1 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at Eaton Street 

E: 346672, 
N: 393020 

Discounted from a planning perspective 
due to the site being situated closer to the 
views of residential properties than the 
option put forward and from a build 
standpoint as the verge area is not within 
the extent of the adopted highway. 

D2  
 
Site Share at CTIL SW 
Monopole 

E: 346912, 
N: 393338 

Discounted from build and radio 
perspectives as the existing structure is not 
suitable for housing Arqiva Smart Meter 
Network equipment. 

D3 
 
Site Share or Co-Location at 

E: 346581, 
N: 393114 

Discounted from a build perspective as the 
option that has been put forward is better 
placed for build access and a co-location 
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18m GF at Valerie Park 
(Prescot Cables FC) 

site would be closer to the views of 
residential properties. 

D4  
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Pavement at Warrington 
Road 

E: 346935, 
N: 392849 

Discounted from a build perspective due to 
traffic management issues associated with 
parking in a bus stop layby and the limited 
availability of parking spaces for berthing a 
HIAB in Beaconsfield Road to the rear. 

D5  
 
Site Share or Co-Location at 
EE 92263: SW at St Helens 
Road 

E: 347114, 
N: 393264 

Discounted from build and radio 
perspectives due to insufficient free space 
for housing a co-location installation 
without adversely affecting the visibility 
splay at the adjacent roundabout junction 
and the existing structure being unsuitable 
for sharing. 

D6  
 
Site Share or Co-Location at 
MBNL 66182 at BT Exchange 

E: 346811, 
N: 392748 

Discounted from a radio perspective as the 
option that has been put forward is better 
placed for providing the required coverage 
within the target area. 

D7  
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at St Helens Road 

E: 347211, 
N: 393274 

Discounted from a build perspective due to 
the potential for challenging and disruptive 
traffic management arrangements during 
build and maintenance operations. 

D8  
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at Warrington Road 

E: 347036, 
N: 392777 

Discounted from a radio perspective due to 
issues with nearby tree clutter and from a 
build standpoint due to traffic management 
concerns during build and maintenance 
operations. 

D9 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at Prescot 

 
E: 347057, 
N: 392785 

Discounted from a radio perspective due to 
issues with nearby tree clutter and from a 
build standpoint due to traffic management 
concerns during build and maintenance 
operations. 

D10 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Pavement at Warrington 
Road 

 
E: 347070, 
N: 392755 

Discounted from a build perspective due to 
limited parking options other than within 
the footpath and from a planning 
standpoint due to being directly overlooked 
by residential flat units. 

D11 
 
Site Share or Co-Location at 
MBNL 66182 at Airwave GF 

 
E: 347059, 
N: 393538 

Discounted from a radio perspective due to 
being unsuitable for hosting Arqiva SMN 
equipment. 

D12 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at Burrow's Lane 

 
E: 347404, 
N: 393325 

Discounted from a build perspective due to 
traffic management and access issues 
associated with being adjacent to a 
junction with no off-street parking. 

D13 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 

 
E: 346556, 
N: 392388 

Discounted from a radio perspective due to 
being situated approximately 800m from 
the cell centre. 
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Pavement at Manchester 
Road 

D14 
 
Greenfield Monopole at 
Cables Shopping Park 

 
E: 346926, 
N: 392411 

Discounted from a radio perspective due to 
the site being situated in excess of 700m 
from the nominal. 

D15 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at Prescot Bypass 

 
E: 346730, 
N: 393338 

Discounted from a build perspective due a 
lack of dedicated parking bays for berthing 
construction vehicles during build and 
maintenance operations. 

D16 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at Prescot Bypass 

 
E: 346829, 
N: 393332 

Discounted from build and operations 
perspectives as an installation on the exit 
side of the layby was deemed to be more 
suitable from a health and safety 
standpoint. 

D17 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Verge at Prescot Bypass 

 
E: 346607, 
N: 393318 

Discounted from a build perspective due to 
traffic management concerns in the 
absence of dedicated parking areas and 
large separation distance from the 
necessary utility connections. 

D18 
 
Streetworks Monopole at 
Pavement at St Helens Road 

 
E: 346939, 
N: 393134 

Discounted from a planning perspective 
due to being closer to the views of 
residential properties than the option that 
has been put forward. 

 

3.9. The proposed installation at Prescot will be well located and sufficiently close to 

the premises that the SMN will serve, particularly as the mast will operate as a 

communications hub, both transmitting radio signals but also with the need to 

collect data from smart meters installed within premises.  The proposed 

development at the site seeks to ensure the height and mass of the design is 

sympathetic to its surrounds, having been specified with the narrowest profile and 

minimum height capable of delivering the required coverage. The proposed siting 

and design have been specified to maintain and preserve the location’s character 

whilst delivering the level of service needed in this location. It is therefore 

considered that the proposed development would accord with the principles of 

the Development Plan policies. 

3.10. To help illustrate this in the context of this application, a coverage plot is 

provided.  This tends to exaggerate true levels of coverage on the ground, 

because the modelling only takes into broad account general topography and 
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manmade features.  However, they are a useful tool for explaining how the new 

installation will fit into the SMN planned and being implemented in the wider area.  

3.11. Our conclusion is that the best balance between environmental and operational 

considerations is provided by using a specially designed structure at the 

application site, sufficiently close to the properties that need to be served. This is 

the reason for the application before you 
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4.  PRE-APPLICATION ENGAGEMENT 

4.1. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Code of Practice for 

Wireless Network Development in England, which Arqiva uses for all relevant 

projects, require a consultative approach to network development with the 

planning authority and local community. In this case, pre-application consultation 

for the application site was undertaken with your Authority and Ward Councillors 

(Ian Smith, Mark Burke and Frances Wynn), Prescot Town Council (Town Clerk) 

and Our Lady's Catholic Primary School (Headteacher). At the time of 

submission there has been no site-specific response to this pre-application 

consultation. 
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5.  COMPLIANCE WITH PLANNING POLICY 

5.1. The relevant planning policy framework that has been taken into account and in 

part already alluded to is found principally within: 

• The Development Plan 

• National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

• The Code of Practice for Wireless Network Development in England 

5.2. These documents provide the overall policy background for electronic 

communications development, site specific policies and the key considerations 

relevant to the siting and design of appropriate electronic communications 

development. As this is an application for a prior approval determination, there is 

no requirement in Part 16 of the GPDO to have regard to the Development Plan 

in reaching the Council’s decision. The following information is provided as it may 

assist the Council to understand the public benefits, as well as matters related to 

the siting and appearance, of the development proposed. 

The National Planning Policy Context 

5.3. The general policy context can be summarised as follows: 

• Government policy within the NPPF is to support high quality 

communications infrastructure and systems – this is especially relevant to 

smart metering, which is a Government initiative 

• Government policy is to keep the inevitable environmental impact 

associated with electronic communications development to a minimum 

• The best way to minimise environmental impact is to avoid the 

unnecessary proliferation of new radio masts and sites 

• The starting point for planning new networks or the expansion of existing 

networks is therefore to use existing electronic communications sites  
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• Where new installations are required, as in this case, operators should 

look to develop well designed structures, such as those designed to blend 

in with the street scene or local setting 

5.4. The NPPF as a whole is aimed at encouraging a more positive approach to town 

planning. While the NPPF builds environmental protection into the definition of 

sustainable development, there is also a very clear emphasis that local planning 

authorities should be looking for ways to help development come forward and not 

reject applications simply on environmental grounds.  The NPPF recognises that 

this is especially relevant where a development might have other significantly 

important benefits such as being essential to meet, for example, new nationally 

important infrastructure such as the United Utilities’ SMN.  

5.5. The importance of the proposed development as part of United Utilities’ SMN is 

clearly an important material planning consideration as it directly supports 

sustainability and is also precisely the type of new digital infrastructure that the 

NPPF is seeking to support.  

5.6. The development proposed is comparatively small scale, well sited and well 

designed and so should be acceptable in every respect. However, for 

completeness we still highlight some of the key points within the NPPF as they 

help demonstrate why the application should be permitted:  

a. Paragraph 11 advises that authorities should:   

• positively seek opportunities to meet the development needs of their 

area [as part of plan making]; 

• meet objectively assessed needs unless the adverse effects would 

“significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits”; 

 

5.7. Paragraph 11 of the NPPF further states that the presumption in favour of 

sustainable development lies at the heart of the planning system and, in respect 

of decision-taking, this means that the Local Plan and the NPPF are relevant 



 

Supporting Statement                                                                                                                   Arqiva Limited  15 

development proposals that accord with the provisions of the Development Plan 

should be approved without delay. In respect of this guidance, the following 

sections of this statement demonstrate that the proposed development accords 

fully with all relevant Development Plan and NPPF policies and, therefore, 

permission should be granted for the development.  

 
Section 10 - Supporting Advanced Communications Infrastructure of the 
NPPF 

 
5.8. The proposal is supported by, and accords with, the guidance in Section 10 of 

the NPPF, which provides further guidance on the Government’s objective of 

providing high quality communications networks in England. 

5.9. The NPPF clearly acknowledges the benefits of modern electronic 

communications and seeks to encourage such development as being essential 

due to their role in supporting a modern economy, contributing to sustainable 

objectives, and enhancing local community access to a range of goods and 

services. Local planning authorities are advised to respond positively to 

proposals for electronic communications development and this has to include an 

understanding of the associated special problems and technical needs of 

developing communications networks such as the Smart Meter network. 

 Section 12 – Requiring Good Design of the NPPF 
 

5.10. Government places great importance on the design of the built environment and 

paragraph 131 of the NPPF states that this is an integral objective of achieving 

sustainable development.  The careful approach taken to the design and siting of 

the proposed development complies fully with this general policy objective.   

5.11. More specifically, the proposal is supported by the guidance in paragraph 158 of 

the NPPF, which states that: 

 ‘Local Planning Authorities should not refuse planning permission for buildings or 

infrastructure which promote high levels of sustainability because of concerns 

about incompatibility with an existing townscape, if those concerns have been 
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mitigated by good design (unless the concern relates to a designated heritage 

asset and the impact would cause material harm to the asset or its setting which 

is not outweighed by the proposal’s economic, social and environmental 

benefits).’ 

 

 Water Resources and Climate Change Considerations 
 

5.12. Government requires local planning authorities to properly consider the issue of 

climate change and to support necessary infrastructure central to the economic, 

social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. Paragraph 149 

of the NPPF encourages local planning authorities to take “a proactive approach 

to mitigating and adapting to climate change” taking full account of matters such as 

water supply and demand considerations. This will clearly include the necessary 

smart water metering radio communications infrastructure for United Utilities to 

tackle water use and demand. 

5.13. Section 14 of the NPPF encourages a range of measures to minimise the impact 

of climate change and promote sustainable development. While these policies do 

not specifically refer to water supply infrastructure, the provision of United 

Utilities’ Smart Water Metering Network and smart meters will assist with the 

delivery of the Council’s aspirations to adapt to the impacts of climate change by 

minimising the use of natural resources within the Borough. 

5.14. In respect of this guidance, all reasonable steps have been taken through careful 

siting and design to minimise the visual impact of the development, so far as the 

technical and operational constraints allow.  The proposal is an acceptable 

design solution that will not have any material impact on a designated heritage 

asset. 

Site Specific Policies 

5.15. At local level, the proposal has been considered against the Saved Policies of the 

Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan (adopted June 2005) and the 

Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy (January 2016). Knowsley Local Plan Cores 
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Strategy policies CS2 – Development Principles and CSI9 - Design Quality and 

Accessibility in New Development and Replacement UDP policy ENV8 – 

Telecommunications Developments are of relevance. 

Policy ENV8 - Telecommunications Developments states: 

1. Proposals for new telecommunications masts and associated antennae and 

buildings will not be permitted unless the applicant has demonstrated that the 

following criteria would be satisfied:  

a) Where the proposal is for a free standing mast, the need for the development 

could not, for technical reasons, be met in a more environmentally acceptable 

manner by:  

• Sharing an existing mast or site,  

• Erecting antennae on an existing building or other structure;  

b) The development would not, by reason of its scale, siting or design, have an 

unacceptable impact on the character or appearance of the surrounding area, or 

the amenity of nearby residents.  

2. New telecommunications development will not be permitted within 

environmentally sensitive areas, such as Conservation Areas, residential areas 

or the Green Belt, unless the applicant has demonstrated that there are no other 

suitable alternative sites outside such areas and that appropriate steps have 

been taken to minimise any visual impact through careful siting, design and 

screening.  

3. Applications for development by telecommunications code system operators 

must be accompanied by:  

a) Evidence that the proposal would comply with all relevant ICNIRP14 

Standards (or future guidance which may supersede the current guidelines), 

taking into account any cumulative emissions from other nearby 

telecommunications equipment;  
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b) Evidence of how the proposal fits into the wider network, regionally and 

nationally.  

c) Where the telecommunication development would be on or near a school or 

college site, evidence that the governing body of the relevant school or college 

has been consulted. 

 

 
5.16. In accordance with the emphasis Policy ENV8 places on protecting amenity, the 

site has been carefully selected in a position capable of providing the required 

SMN coverage within the target area whilst being situated as far away as 

technically possible from the views of residential properties.  The site is situated 

away from the main settlement area nearby to a large Water Treatment Works 

and set against a backdrop of dense mature tree planting. The localised masking 

effects will be further enhanced by hedgerow and tree planting along both sides 

of the A58 Prescot Bypass thereby according with Policy ENV8 aspect (2)’s 

requirement to minimise visual impact within the Green Belt setting. 

5.17. The site selection process has also been influenced by the numerous existing 

vertical structures distributed around the vicinity of the site including street 

lighting columns and existing streetworks monopoles of significantly greater 

height and bulk. These existing structures with similar vertical lines will allow the 

proposed installation to assimilate with its surroundings thereby according with 

the requirements of Policy ENV8 in relation to minimising visual intrusion. 

5.18. In accordance with the requirements set out in Policies CS2, CS19 and ENV8 for 

incorporating high quality design within development proposals, the visual effects 

have been further reduced by specifying the narrowest available profile of 

antenna support poles and by keeping the height of the monopole and omni 

antenna down to an absolute minimum.   

5.19. In compliance with Policy ENV8 aspect (3) the requisite ICNIRP documentation 

has been supplied within the application documentation and the relevant local 

stakeholders have been consulted as documented in Section 4 above.   
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5.20. The proposed design of the installation at the site is required to deliver the 

requisite level of electronic communication service yet would be seen in the 

context of the nearby existing vertical structures and seeks to minimise its visual 

impact in this location. The change will not appear as incongruous and would 

assimilate with its surrounds and would not appear out of context in this location, 

so according with wider Development Plan policy. As such it is considered the 

proposed development would accord with the principles of the Development Plan 

policies. 

5.21. In summary, the sensitive way the development proposed has been conceived 

and brought forward accords with best practice and forms part of a national 

important infrastructure project to provide smart metering services to the local 

area. It accords with the key policy objectives at national level, which are 

reflected in the relevant policies at local level. The development proposed is, 

therefore, acceptable in principle and also accords with the more detailed 

guidance expressed in local policy. 
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6.  DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

6.1. The development proposed is exempt from the requirement to provide a design 

and access statement under Article 9 of The Town and Country Planning 

(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. However, to 

assist your determination this section provides a description of the process 

adopted in the design of the proposals and explains the access considerations.  

The significant contribution such development makes towards sustainable 

development objectives have already been outlined earlier. 

Physical Context 

6.2. The proposed site is situated on the pavement area to the rear of a grassed 

verge adjacent to a large parking layby on the northern side of the A58 Prescot 

Bypass. The proposed installation is a streetworks style monopole of 15m in 

height supporting 3 no. small scale antennas, the largest of which has a centre 

line height of 16.3m. It is important to note that the proposed 3G and GPS 

antennas are extremely small scale and have been positioned as close to the 

main support pole as possible to reduce the overall antenna profile.  

6.3. The proposal is situated nearby to numerous vertical elements of street furniture 

with similar lines including street lighting columns and existing streetworks 

monopoles thereby allowing the facility to assimilate with its surroundings. The 

site is situated adjacent to a dual carriageway away from the main settlement 

area and benefits from the screening effects associated with mature tree planting 

along both sides of the A58. The site has been carefully selected in a well 

screened position capable of providing the required essential SMN coverage 

whilst being situated away from the views of residential properties.  

6.4. The visual effects have been further reduced by specifying the narrowest 

available profile of pole whilst keeping height down to the absolute minimum 

capable of providing the required coverage. It is also worth stating that the 

ancillary equipment enclosure is of small proportions, being significantly smaller 

than the equipment cabinets found within the street environment.   
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Amount, Design, Layout and Scale of the Development 

6.5. The scale, layout and design of the development has been guided by the special 

technical and operational factors affecting the need to provide an acceptable 

level of coverage to the local area, having regard to the need to minimise visual 

impact, which have been explained in the previous sections of this statement.  

6.6. For example, the height of the mast, the numbers of antennas and their size, is 

the minimum amount of development required to provide coverage for the smart 

meter network. The mast, a very simple, slimline pole design supporting three 

antennas, has been chosen as this is of similar appearance to other types of 

man-made vertical structures such as streetlights, that are a common feature of 

townscapes and landscapes across the UK. 

6.7. The same design considerations apply to the equipment cabinet, which is of 

similar size and design to other types of roadside cabinets commonly found in 

urban and rural areas. The location of the equipment cabinets, and the electronic 

communications equipment housed within them, reflects the technical and 

operational requirement to be in reasonable proximity to the antenna systems 

they support.  

 
Access Considerations 

6.8. The installation is proposed to be installed on the pavement area adjacent to a 

large, dedicated parking bay. 

6.9. Once constructed, the development will be unmanned requiring only periodic 

visits about once every two to three months for routine maintenance and 

servicing. The site will be easy to access for this purpose and typical visits will be 

by an engineer using a light vehicle that will be parked lawfully nearby. 
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Landscaping 

6.10. In view of the nature of the development which already looks to best utilise 

existing screening benefiting from the masking effects associated with a 

backdrop of dense mature tree planting with further tree and hedgerow planting 

defining local road and property boundaries, a scheme of hard or soft 

landscaping is not considered necessary or appropriate in this case. The 

development is similar to other man-made utility and communication structures 

commonly found in street locations without dedicated associated landscaping.  

Appearance 

6.11. The sensitive approach to siting and design should minimise the appearance of 

the development proposed. In addition, the local topography and natural features 

should help minimise views. Insofar as the mast and equipment cabinet may be 

visible, they should look straight forward in appearance and reflect their function. 

To that extent they should in time become accepted features of the local 

environment as with other forms of communications networks and essential 

public utility infrastructure. 
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7. ICNIRP COMPLIANCE 

7.1. A certificate confirming compliance with the relevant ICNIRP guidelines on public 

exposure has been supplied with this application.  Accordingly, as explained 

within the NPPF, it is not necessary, to consider further the health aspects and 

concerns about them, which include the perception of risk. 
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8.  SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

8.1. The proposed development forms part of Arqiva’s planned smart water metering 

network for United Utilities in the Prescot area. The smart water metering network 

is very important. The information provided by the smart water meters will allow 

United Utilities to properly understand water consumption and have greater 

network visibility, in turn allowing better network and resilience planning to ensure 

that demand does not outstrip supply. For consumers, smart water meters will 

allow users to better manage and reduce water consumption and potentially save 

money. Smart water meters will play an important role in the government’s 

policies to achieve a transition to a sustainable economy and society. 

8.2. The use of the application site looks to provide the best balance between 

operational and environmental considerations. The site is located so that it can 

provide the required level of coverage to the properties it needs to serve, and the 

use of an innovatively designed slim line structure will ensure that it appears 

similar to other street furniture commonly found within the street scene. The 

design and appearance of the structure should, therefore, be acceptable.  

8.3. The proposed antennas will comply with all relevant health and safety 

requirements and will be compliant with the ICNIRP guidelines. There are no 

exceptional circumstances in this case and, therefore, no need to consider health 

effects and related concerns such as the perception of risk further. 

8.4. This statement has demonstrated that the proposal is in accordance with national 

policy set out in the NPPF and its detail complies with local policy objective of 

minimising potential environmental impact. It is a form of development that is 

specifically encouraged as a matter of principle, constitutes permitted 

development, and in its detail complies with the policy objective of minimising 

potential environmental impact. 

8.5. In conclusion, the application merits support and there are no material 

considerations that indicate otherwise. 


