
 

 

1 Church Row Chambers  l  Longton  l  Preston  l  Lancashire PR4 5PN. 

tel: 01772 614932  l  fax: 01772 614930  l  email: info@ecologyservices.co.uk  l  web: www.ecologyservices.co.uk 

VAT registration No. 834 5174 27. Registered in England and Wales company number 4743264. 

 

27th June 2023 
 
Richard Gee 
Roman Summer Associates Ltd., 
Haweswater House, 
Waterfold Business Park, 
Bury, 
Lancashire 
BL9 7BR. 
 
Dear Richard, 
 
Re. Kirkby Golf Course, Ingoe Lane, Field Lane Estate, Knowsley, L32 4SS (Planning 
application 21/00744/FUL), Ecology Reports 
 
I have reviewed the proposed amendments to the above planning application with regards 
the submitted ecological survey reports. The proposed clubhouse has been reduced in 
scale, the driving range building and academy consolidated and reduced in size and the 
sports pitches, courts, bowling green and associated parking replaced with additional golf 
course. There will be more extensive soft works to the wider golf course but it is understood 
that these will be confined to the existing greens areas and not impact the out of play areas. 
One new lake is now proposed as opposed to two in the original scheme.  
 
While the ecological reports submitted are based on the previously proposed scheme, the 
latest proposals are reduced in scale and generally pose a lesser impact on ecology. While 
there has been a reduction in open water creation, the one lake still provides a net gain in 
terms of potential habitat for water voles, otter and foraging bats.  
 
It is understood that the lighting strategy for the proposed clubhouse, driving range and car 
parking remains as for the original proposed development. Overall, there will be a reduction 
in lighting compared with the previously proposed scheme due to the replacement of the 
sports pitches, courts, bowling green and associated parking with additional golf course. A 
detailed sensitive lighting scheme has been recommended to be designed and implemented 
in accordance with ILP (2018) to maintain the site as suitable for foraging and commuting 
bat species which are sensitive to light.  
 
Overall, the revised proposal would result in a reduction of impacts on ecology compared 
with the scheme assessed within the submitted reports. With regards the summary of 
ecological mitigation and enhancements (Table 3 in the Ecological Appraisal report, p. 47), 
as requested by the Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service (MEAS) a Biodiversity 
Metric calculation has been prepared based on the revised scheme which will provide an 
update on Biodiversity Net Gain at the site. It is not, therefore, proposed to update the 
submitted ecology reports. A Habitat Condition Assessment was undertaken in August 2022 
to inform the Biodiversity Metric calculation which found the habitats on site to be similar to 
as recorded during the Phase 1 Habitat Survey.  
 
With regards MEAS consultation letter dated 7th April 2022 and their query regarding the 
number of trees to be planted on site (paragraph 7), the 550 trees referred to at para 5.14 
are the additional trees being planted above those required to compensate those being lost 
(279 trees) i.e. total 829 trees being planted - 279 being lost = 550 additional trees being 
planted. This has, however, been superseded by the revised landscape plans and 
Biodiversity Metric 3.1 calculation. 283 of the trees will be in new woodland areas, the 
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remaining 546 trees being scattered tree planting. An additional 1,000 trees will also be 
planted to satisfy the trading rules within the Biodiversity Metric 3.1 and provide a 
measurable net gain. The Biodiversity Metric calculation has resulted in a net gain of 7.66% 
for area based habitats and 9.11% for hedgerows. An updated version of the Biodiversity 
Metric (v 4.0) has been published since we’ve been working on the Biodiversity Metric 
calculation for this scheme, however, Peter McKeon of MEAS confirmed by email on 6th 
June 2023 that the Biodiversity Metric 3.1 calculation will still be acceptable.  
 
As identified by MEAS in its consultation response, some of the eDNA analysis results were 
omitted from our report, these are appended to this letter.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Louise Redgrave MA (Oxon) MSc CEcol CEnv MCIEEM 
Principal Ecological Consultant 



 

 

1 Church Row Chambers  l  Longton  l  Preston  l  Lancashire PR4 5PN. 

tel: 01772 614932  l  fax: 01772 614930  l  email: info@ecologyservices.co.uk  l  web: www.ecologyservices.co.uk 

VAT registration No. 834 5174 27. Registered in England and Wales company number 4743264. 

 

 



 

 

1 Church Row Chambers  l  Longton  l  Preston  l  Lancashire PR4 5PN. 

tel: 01772 614932  l  fax: 01772 614930  l  email: info@ecologyservices.co.uk  l  web: www.ecologyservices.co.uk 

VAT registration No. 834 5174 27. Registered in England and Wales company number 4743264. 

 



 

 

1 Church Row Chambers  l  Longton  l  Preston  l  Lancashire PR4 5PN. 

tel: 01772 614932  l  fax: 01772 614930  l  email: info@ecologyservices.co.uk  l  web: www.ecologyservices.co.uk 

VAT registration No. 834 5174 27. Registered in England and Wales company number 4743264. 

 

 



 

 

1 Church Row Chambers  l  Longton  l  Preston  l  Lancashire PR4 5PN. 

tel: 01772 614932  l  fax: 01772 614930  l  email: info@ecologyservices.co.uk  l  web: www.ecologyservices.co.uk 

VAT registration No. 834 5174 27. Registered in England and Wales company number 4743264. 

 

 


