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MEMO 

TO Environmental Health & Consumer 

Protection (Helen Bradshawe) 
FROM Christopher Bean 

DATE 21 May 2026 CONFIDENTIALITY Confidential 

SUBJECT Wood Road Public Open Space Playing Field, Wood Road, Halewood, Knowsley, L26 0XH 

Planning App. No: 26/00037/KMBC1 / 26/01791/PLANNI 

 

Further to the memo from Knowsley Council regarding the above planning application, our response in 

relation to contaminated land issues are detailed in the table below: 

Knowsley Council Environmental Health & 

Consumer Protection Comment 

WSP Response 

Contaminated Land Reports Reviewed: 

• WSP (September 2023) Phase I Geo-
Environmental Preliminary Risk 
Assessment, Halewood LUF, Ref: 
70112144/PRA 

• WSP (November 2025) Phase 2 Geo-
Environmental Report, Halewood LUF – 
Halewood Leisure Centre and Grace Park, 
Ref: 70119719-12252 

An updated Phase 2 report was issued in February 

2026 - WSP (February 2026) Phase 2 Geo-

Environmental Report, Halewood LUF – Halewood 

Leisure Centre and Grace Park, Version 3, Ref: 

70119719-12252 

This report includes details of ground gas and 

groundwater monitoring undertaken on the Grace 

Park site and an updated risk assessment. 

Contaminated Land Conditions 

• Reporting of Unexpected Contamination 

• Materials Management Plan 

• Importation of Soil/Material  

These planning conditions are considered to be 

reasonable. 

 

Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service 

(MEAS) Comment 

WSP Response 

1. MEAS understand that the proposal is to 

provide improvements to Grace Park as 

detailed above. The Phase I Desk Study 

identified made ground beneath the site as well 

as the Electricity Sub Station(s) as potential 

sources of contamination. Subsequently 

intrusive works were undertaken comprising 5 

window samples and 13 trial pits. Topsoil (to 

depths of between 0.2mbgl and 0.45mbgl) was 

The statement regarding ‘visual of olfactory signs of 

unidentified contamination’ is covered by the 

‘Reporting of Unexpected Contamination’ condition 

stated above and we consider this to be a 

reasonable approach. 
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found to be underlain by cohesive and/or 

granular made ground (to depths of between 

0.8mbgl and 2.1mbgl, absent in TP08 and all 

window sample boreholes) overlying Glacial 

Till. Twenty-six samples were analysed from 

Grace Park; 7 topsoil, 9 made ground and 10 

from the Glacial Till. None of the samples 

recorded levels above the relevant Public Open 

Space Generic Assessment Criteria and no 

asbestos was identified. No remedial measures 

are required. If during redevelopment works 

there is any visual of olfactory signs of 

unidentified contamination, work should cease 

and the Council should be informed. 

2. The borehole log for WS01 is missing from 

Appendix B.1, this should be forwarded for our 

records. 

This borehole log is included in Version 3 of the 

Phase 2 GI report. 

3. Is there any more information on the Electricity 

Sub Station located in the south east of the 

site? 

We do not have any additional information on the 

Electricity substation. We understand that this 

substation is still present on site and remains in use 

– it is recorded on utility plans obtained in January 

2025. 

 

4. MEAS agree with the conclusion of the Phase 

2 report that given the concentrations recorded 

in the soil, the risk to groundwater is low. 

MEAS do not consider groundwater monitoring 

to be necessary in this instance 

Groundwater level monitoring and a single round of 

chemical analysis was undertaken on groundwater 

samples, as detailed in Version 3 of the Phase 2 GI 

report. The results of the monitoring and analysis 

supports the original conclusion that the risk to 

groundwater is low. 
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5. MEAS note that the window sample boreholes 

have been developed as monitoring wells but 

that no gas monitoring has been undertaken. 

Given the proposals previously provided, the 

only structure on site would be a clubhouse. 

Whilst the intrusive works did not record any 

biodegradable material in the made ground, a 

watching brief should be undertaken during 

groundworks in this area, and if necessary, the 

ground gas risk assessment may need to be 

revised if organic material is found. 

Ground gas monitoring was undertaken, as 

detailed in Version 3 of the Phase 2 GI report. The 

results of the monitoring demonstrate the presence 

of some ground gases on site and 

recommendations were made for gas protection 

measures in the proposed site building. 

 
Christopher Bean 
Associate. 


