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Section 1.0

Huyton SMP Council HQ

1.0 
Area Reduction Brief
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Levels 01 & 02 
(Typical Level Removed)

Ground Level

Gross Internal Area

Revised Core Footprint

Level 03

Key Moves:

Area Reduction

Relocate Accommodation

- Remove structural bay (west to east) from all levels
- Relocate security, bin store & certain plant areas externally
- Central Business Lounge reduced in size to allow retention of meeting rooms & training
- West atrium removed from upper levels
- Lower ground level removed, access to cycle facilities to be reconfigured

Approx. Reduced GIA: 1,460m2

Approx Total GIA* Target: 5,410m2

*For comparison purposes, including:
Level 04 (Roof): 55m2

Excluding Lower Ground Level

Approx. Reduced GIA: 1,390m2 Approx. Reduced GIA: 1,115m2

8,400m² 5,400m² = 65%
GIA 

% being retained

6,750m² 4,356m² = 65%
NIA 

Introduction
Area Reduction Brief & Key Moves

466 desks 400 = 85%
Workstations 

•	 A 35% reduction in area of the Council Headquarters building
•	 Reconfigure the ground floor arrangement to allow for the removal 

or relocation of certain accommodation
•	 Key aspects of ground floor such as the Council Chamber, 

Children’s Social Care, and Training Facility to be retained
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Section 2.0

2.0
Ground Level & Landscape
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Ground Level
Before & After Comparison

Submitted Planning Drawings

Lower Ground - to be removed

Accommodation removed 
from CHQ

Proposed Area Reduction

Accommoidation relocated 
internally or externally as part 
of generator enclosure

Ground Level

Proposed Reduced Building Size

•	 Lower ground level removed with cycle facilities relocated
•	 Building footprint reduced
•	 Remaining accommodation reconfigured
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Ground Level
Before: Submitted Planning Drawing

•	 Security facility and access to Lower Ground Level in northwest 
corner to be removed

•	 Previous design: Less activity along northeast elevation with more 
back of house accommodation
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Ground Level
After: Proposed Area Reduction & Design Update

•	 Accommodation such as Security room and bin store removed or 
relocated from the CHQ

•	 Many key ground floor elements retained
•	 Council Chamber extended and pushed in to western corner of 

plan with more opportunity for windows & articulation
•	 Core reconfigured to suit smaller building size
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Landscape Plan
Before: Proposed Landscape Update
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Applicat ion boundary

LEGEND

Detailed public realm boundary

Out line development  plots /

meanwhile space
Paving t ype 1: Natural st one

Material: Granite Set ts

Sizes: 100 x 100mm

Colour/f inish: Pink-grey mix / Flamed

Notes: Permeable joint ing, maintenance vehicle access

HARDWORKS

GENERAL

Paving t ype 2: Natural st one

Material:  granite mix

Sizes: 200-400 x 200mm

Colour/f inish: Buff/grey mix / f lamed top with sawn sides & base

Notes: Permeable joint ing, pedest rian areas with vehicle overrun

Paving t ype 4: Stone aggregate paving

Material: PCC paving with buff coat ing

Sizes: 210 x 105mm

Colour/f inish: Natural stone aggregate top layer

Notes: Permeable drain joint

Paving t ype 5: Block paving

Material: PPC unit  block paving

Sizes: 300 x 200mm

Colour: Natural

Notes: Permeable unit  / joint ing

Paving t ype 6: Self -binding gravel

Material: Self-binding gravel

Sizes: 0-6mm part icles / 75mm depth

Colour: GoldPaving t ype 8: Play bark

Material: FSC Pine bark-based loose impact  absorbing surface

Sizes: 10-40mm part icles / 100mm depth

Colour: Natural

Notes: Compliant  with BS EN 1176 and BS 4790:1987

Paving t ype 9: Asphalt

Colour: Black

Notes: To Engineer's specif icat ion

Paving t ype 3: Natural st one

Material: Buff/grey granite mix

Sizes: 150-300 x 100mm

Colour/f inish: Flamed top / sawn sides & base

Notes: Vehicular t raff ic

Paving t ype 10: PCC block paving

Material: PCC unit  block paving to match exist ing on Civic Way

Sizes: 100 x 200mm

Colour/f inish: To match exist ing

Notes: To KMBC adopted specif icat ion

Paving t ype 11: Gravel

Material: Loose granite gravel

Sizes: 10mm

Colour: Grey-pink mix

Notes: Inert

Exist ing t rees retained

Retained in accordance with BS 5837:2012

Refer Arboricultural Impact  Assessment  for details

PLANTING

Exist ing t rees t o be removed

Plant ing t ype 1: shrub-herbaceous mix

Type: Mix of shrubs, herbaceous perennials and bulbs

Sizes: Specimen shrubs 10-12L, shrubs 5L, herbaceous 2-5L pots

Spec: Container grown

Proposed t ree plant ing

Size: 25-30 / 20-25cmg, H 4.5-6.0m, semi-mature

Spec: Min. 2m clear stem, rootballed

Notes: Below ground guying system, irrigat ion/aerat ion pipe and

cap
Exist ing hedgerow retained

Retained in accordance with BS 5837:2012

Refer Arboricultural Impact  Assessment  for details

Exist ing hedgerow to be removed

Proposed hedge plant ing

Size: H 1.0-1.5m

Spec: Rootballed

Spacing: Double staggered rows
Plant ing t ype 2: SuDS rain garden mix

Type: Mix of shrubs, herbaceous perennials and bulbs suitable

for regular periods of rainwater inundat ion

Sizes: Specimen shrubs 10-12L, shrubs 5L, herbaceous 2-5L pots

Spec: Container grown

Plant ing t ype 3: Species-rich lawn

Type: Biodiverse lawn suitable for regular cut t ing and use by

people and dogs

PT1

PT2

PT3

PT4

PT5

PT6

PT8

PT9

PT10

PT11

Paving t ype 13: Reinforced grass

Material: Recycled plast ic cellular paving grid seeded with

Plant ing Type 3

PT13

Paving t ype 12: In sit u Concrete

Material: In situ concrete to match exist ing

Colour / f inished: Grey / brushed - to match exist ing

PT12

Planter wall

Material: Granite cladding & coping

Sizes: H 450mm x L varies (cladding/coping 50mm thickness)

Colour/f inish: Grey / f lamed

Notes: Ant i-skate groves to coping. Cladding/coping mechanically f ixed

EXTERNAL STRUCTURES

Furnit ure Type 1: Seat ing wall

Material: FSC Hardwood seat ing slats with s/s f ixings

Sizes: D 500mm x L varies

Colour/f inish: Natural/smooth planed

Notes: Back and armrests at  regular intervals

Furnit ure Type 5: Natural play elements

Material: FSC Hardwood & natural stone

Sizes: Varies

Finish: Smooth f inish, free from sharp edges

Notes: e.g. Balance beams, stepping logs, stepping planks, play

boulders

Furnit ure Type 2: Bench

Material: FSC Hardwood bench

Sizes: H 450mm x length varies

Colour/f inish: Natural/smooth planed

Notes: Back and armrests

Furnit ure Type 3: Seat ing boulders

Material: Locally sourced red sandstone

Sizes: H 400-600 x W 400-600 x L 800-1200mm

Finish: Free from sharp edges

Notes:

Furnit ure Type 6: Lit t er & recycling bins

Material: PPC Steel with s/s f ixings

Sizes: 1100 H x 650 L x 400mm D

Colour/f inish: TBC / polyester powder coated

Notes: Place branding added to exterior

Furnit ure Type 7: Cycle st ands

Material: Stainless steel

Sizes: TBC
Finish: Sat in

Notes: TBC

Furnit ure Type 9: Bollards

Material: PPC Steel with s/s f ixings

Sizes: 670 H x 90mm dia.

Colour/f inish: TBC / polyester powder coated

Notes: FT9 - Stat ic / FT9A - Manual telescopic / FT9B - Automated

Furnit ure Type 8: Cycle repair st at ion

Material: PPC Steel with s/s f ixings

Sizes: 1504 H x 250 D x 500mm W

Colour/f inish: TBC / polyester powder coated

Notes: Integral cycle repair tools and wheel pump

Furnit ure Type 10: Wayf inding f inger post

Material: PPC Steel with s/s f ixings

Sizes: 3000 H x 100mm dia. post

Colour/f inish: TBC / polyester powder coated

Notes: To be coordinated with town cent re st rategy

Light ing t ype 1: Column light

Type: Down light  mounted on light ing column

Material:
Sizes:Colour/f inish:

EXTERNAL LIGHTING
Light ing t ype 2: Recessed wall light

Type: Recessed brick light

Material:
Sizes:Colour/f inish:

Light ing t ype 3: Recessed st rip light

Type: LED St rip light

Material:
Sizes:Colour/f inish:

Steps & Handrails

Material: Steps - solid granite unit  / handrails - PPC Steel, s/s f ixings

Sizes: Steps - 150 riser x 300mm t read / handrails -  H 900-1100mm,

50mm dia.
Colour/f inish: TBC / polyester powder coated

Notes: Cont rast ing nosing to steps

EXTERNAL FURNITURE

Furnit ure Type 11: Hotel t ot em sign

Details and specif icat ion to be confirmed by hotel operator

FT11

FT7

FT8

FT9

FT9B

Furnit ure Type 12: Bee post s

Material: FSC Timber

Sizes: 1800 H x 120 D x 120mm W

Colour/f inish: Natural / planed

Notes: Pre-drilled habitat  holes & routed branding

FT12

FT6

FT10

Vehicle Barrier

Vehicle barrier and intercom - specif icat ion by others

Furnit ure Type 13: Log planters

Material: Site won t imber logs

Sizes: 300-500mm H x L X W varies

Colour/f inish: Natural

Notes: Raised plant ing beds formed from felled site t rees

FT13

LT1

LP

Exist ing Highways Light ing

Exist ing light ing on boundary of public realm works, to be retained

subject  to agreement  with KMBC Highways

Light ing t ype 5: Tree uplighter

Type: Uplighter located in soft  landscape

Material:
Sizes:Colour/f inish:

LT2

LT3

Light ing t ype 4: Bollard light

Type: Low level bollard light

Material:
Sizes:Colour/f inish:

LT4

LT5

FT1

FT2

FT3

FT5

Furnit ure Type 14: Int erpretat ion Boards

Material:  PPC Steel

Sizes: 1200 H x 250 W x 5mm D

Colour/f inish: TBC / polyester powder coated

Notes: Lectern sign with bespoke display

FT14

VB

Elect ric Vehicle Charger

Elect ric vehicle charging pedestal - specif icat ion by others

EV

FT9A

BinStore

Bin Store
Material: FSC Timber cladding / PPC Steel Frame

Sizes: Varies

Colour/f inish: Natural / sawn

Notes: Lockable gates - specif icat ion to be confirmed
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05/06/25

AW

Street furniture and lighting added

01

18/06/25

AW

Additional benches added & hotel service area amended

02

08/08/25

AW

Public realm and parking layout revised

03

added. Paths amended for fire access. EV's added.

09/09/25

AW

Area around Cavendish House revised. Primary sub st 

04

08/10/25

AW

Detailed public realm works boundary revised

05

21/10/25

EB

Civic Way layout revised

06

•	 Previous design: Lower ground floor access from Archway Road
•	 Previous design: Closer to Archway Road at circa 10m offset
•	 Previous design: Larger generator footprint but with cycles & bins 

internal to CHQ
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Landscape Plan
After: Proposed Landscape Update

•	 More landscaped area: Reduced building footprint adds 5m 
landscape to Archway Road & 1m strip to southeast

•	 Reduced footprint allows more trees to be retained
•	 Planter levels adjusted to suit removal of LG Level, less facade
•	 Generator footprint increased in size to accommodate cycles & 

bins. Impact of fewer parking spaces.
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Section 3.0

3.0
Upper Floors
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Office Levels
Before: Submitted Planning Drawing

•	 Previous Design: Core arrangement suited for larger building area 
with three lifts and more WCs
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Office Levels
After: Proposed Area Reduction & Design Update

•	 Facade design elements & principles all retained
•	 New core arrangement to suit reduced size building - allows for 

more ordered core elevation to match facade module of west & 
east wings
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Section 3.0

4.0
Elevations
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Southeast Elevation
Before: Submitted Planning Drawing
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Southeast Elevation
After: Proposed Area Reduction & Design Updates

•	 Area reduced through removed of upper office level
•	 Ground level windows adjusted to suit rearranged 

accommodation, with activity of facade prioritised
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Southwest Elevation
Before: Submitted Planning Drawing
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Southwest Elevation
After: Proposed Area Reduction & Design Updates

•	 Area reduced through removed of upper office level
•	 Narrower elevation with removal of 6m gridline west to east
•	 Number of windows to Council Chamber increased, whilst 

protecting security & privacy to space 
•	 Ground level windows adjusted to suit rearranged 

accommodation, with activity of facade prioritised
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Northeast Elevation
Before: Submitted Planning Drawing
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Northeast Elevation
After: Proposed Area Reduction & Design Updates

•	 Area reduced through removed of upper office level
•	 Narrower elevation with removal of 6m gridline west to east
•	 Less back of house accommodation along this elevation allows 

for more brickwork & activity
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Northwest Elevation
Before: Submitted Planning Drawing
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Northwest Elevation
After: Proposed Area Reduction & Design Updates

•	 Area reduced through removed of upper office level
•	 Lower ground level removed with planting height increased to 

reduce the amount of facade in this area
•	 Number of windows to Council Chamber increased, whilst 

protecting security & privacy to space
•	 More windows to the ground floor core with windows to 

firefighting lobbies
•	 Facade module of core upper floors rationalised
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Section 4.0

5.0
Visualisations
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