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1. Introduction
1.1  Background to the project

Amenity Tree was commissioned by Starship Group to undertake a site visit
and compilation of UK habitats plan and DEFRA habitat condition sheet to
include the Statutory Metric in consideration of a planning application under The
Environment Act 2021, which allows for biodiversity gain in the planning

system.
1.2 Site location and context

The site is located on the southern boundary of the M62 and north of Symmetry
Park. The survey area consisted of modified grassland (g4), urban introduced
shrub (u-1160), urban buildings and sealed surfaces (u1b), and urban trees.

1.3 Report purpose and legislative background

1.3.1 This assessment was requested by the client for the purposes of supporting a
planning application for the site’s development in line with The Environment Act
2021, including Part 6 of the Environment Act 2021 ‘nature and biodiversity’,
which allows for biodiversity gain in the planning system. Schedule 14 of the
Environment Act 2021 has been brought into force and there are current
regulations legally mandating BNG.

The British Standard BS 8683:20211 defines BNG as “a specific, quantifiable
outcome from project activities that deliver demonstrable benefits for
biodiversity compared to the baseline situation.”

The National Planning Policy Framework 2024 (NPPF) emphasises the
importance of protecting and enhancing the natural environment. The NPPF
approach to BNG is set out in Paragraph 186b, which is to “promote the
conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological
networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and

pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity’.

1.3.2 A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal confirmed habitats present. Therefore, the

habitats present are confirmed and using the UK Habitats Classification System
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(UKHAB) it is possible that the appropriate habitat classification is used in the
BNG metric.

1.3.3 The scope of the Assessment is therefore:

e Assessment of the habitats within the site in accordance with the UK
Habitats Classification (UK Habitats Classification Working Group,
2018).

e Completion of Condition Assessments of each habitat in accordance
with those presented in The Biodiversity Metric 4.1 The Statutory Metric
Feb 2024 and superseeded on the 23 July 2024 (V1.0.3).

2. Survey Methods
21 Vegetation and Habitats

2.1.1 A habitat survey walkover was conducted. The report and metric are informed
by a baseline survey conducted in January 2025. The metric is also informed
by the survey conducted on 21st December 2025, which confirmed the habitats
present. Appendix 1 is the habitat mapping based on the UK Habitat
Classification system (UK Habitats Classification Working Group, 2018) which

details those habitats listed below.

2.1.2 Table 1 details the UK Habitat classifications / BNG metric habitat descriptors,
area coverage and condition assessment result. Whilst on the site the habitat
survey searched for all plants including those that are considered rare,
uncommon or are statutorily protected such as those listed in schedule 9 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Total Area Coverage Condition
UK Habitat Classification (Ha.) Assessment

Modified Grassland 2.5560 Poor
Introduced shrub 0.0126 NA
Artificial unvegetated unsealed NA
surface / Urban sealed surface /
building 0.6200
Total Area Coverage 3.1886
Urban trees 0.3746 Moderate

Table 1 Main site UK Habitat classifications, area coverage and condition assessment
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Urban trees. There is a total of 23 urban trees all medium size and moderate

condition

2.1.3 Site strategic significance

The strategic significance of a site will be determined by areas included within
the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) produced for a region. The LNRS
for Merseyside is in design and no pilot draft are available, and it therefore has
no status in the planning system currently. As a LNRS has not yet been

published, alternative documents can be used to assign strategic significance.

A review of local plans and policies did not highlight the Site as an area
designated for nature recovery and therefore cannot achieve ‘high strategic
significance’. As a LNRS is yet to be produced the site can be assessed for
‘low strategic significance’ based on the setting of the site’s location and the

various redevelopments occurring in Halsnead village and wider areas.

2.2  Surveys results

2.1 The biodiversity baseline value of the site is calculated by the Statutory Metric

And reproduced below for the main site in habitat units.

The metric has provided the final habitat unit value of 8.13 biodiversity units

2.3 Limitations

The survey was conducted in the sub optimal survey period for vascular plants
as determined by JNCC, 2010 but broad species and habitats were identifiable.

Habitats have been assessed to determine whether they meet those described
in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan — Priority Habitat descriptions which are used
to form Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC)
Act 2006.
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History of site
The recent history of the site can be examined using historic aerial imagery.
The site does not appear to have changed since 2020 and no habitat

degradation has occurred.

Evaluation and Assessment

Proposed habitat creation

The total area of the site is approximately 3.1886 hectare.
Existing urban trees.

All existing urban trees are removed.

Development proposals

The landscape scheme has been developed in association with the ecology
team and has sought to maximise the on-site provision of biodiversity units

within the design to satisfy the Biodiversity Gain Hierarchy.

The site shall be developed as proposed in The Proposed public open space
plans and Landscape Plans in Appendix 2 which detail the following.

Northern edge 1.076Ha ALL POS

Wildflower created 0.5100Ha.
Woodland fringe planting (introduced shrub) 0.5660Ha.

69 urban trees in small size and poor condition covering 0.2809Ha plus 20
medium sized trees, a total of 0.6066Ha.

Woodland walk 0.1835Ha ALL POS

Screen planting consists of the below and trees so determined as introduced
shrub plus 50 trees in small size and poor condition.
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Screening Planting
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Abbrev. Botanical Name

Asco Aaplenium s colopendrium
Ee Euonymus europaeus
Hm Hakonechica macra
Hnes Hyacinthoidea non-scripta

LIR BLU Liriope muscan 'Big Blus'

Pae Polystichum setiferum
R acu Ruscus aculeatus

Common Mame

Hart's Tengue Fem
Common Spindle Tree
Japanese Forest Grass

English Bluebell

Big Blue Lilyturf "Big Blus'

Soft Shield Fern
Butcher's Broom

Girth/ Dia. cm

Height cm

5L
10L
5L

0.5

kN

5L
3

Specification

Full pot
Branched; & brks
Full pot

Full pot; Sept to April planting; British native-origin

Full pot

Full pot
Several shoots; 3 brks

Verge frontage 0.0560Ha (all POS)

Fringe planting (introduced shrub) and 19 trees

Shared spaces 0.1120Ha (all POS)
SUDS 0.0125Ha and trees (12 covering 0.1425Ha))

Fringe planting (0.0995Ha) is introduced shrub and trees 35 trees proposed

SUDs Planting

Abbrev. Botanical Mame Common Mame D Height cm | Root Zome | Specification perm
AHH Agapanthus Headboume Hybids African Blwe Lily Headboume Hybrids 5T.50 Full pot 4
Axh'HS |Anemone x hybnda ‘Honorine Jobert' | Japanese Anemonse ‘Honorine Jobert' 5L Full pot 4
BBW Bargenia 'Bressingham White' Elephant's Ears 'Bressingham White' 5L Full pot 4
Cpe Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge 5L Full pot; Sept to April planting; British native-origin 4
Ea Euonymua auropasus Common Spindle Tres AD-E0 k'R Branched; 4 brka 4
Gitri Gillenia trifoliata Bowman's Root SL Full pot 4
Hxh Hellabonua x hybridus Hybrid Lenten Rose R Full pot 4
Py 'HM Fanicum vingatum ‘Heavy Metal Blue Switch Grass ‘Heavy Metal 5750 Full pot 4

Private spaces 0.5740Ha

All urban vegetated garden

All remaining habitat covers 1.1871= (Urban sealed)

Moderate condition, other neutral grassland can be achieved as shown in the
post-development CAS, copied below.
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The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, with a consistently high Yes Seed mix does allow for high
proportion of characteristic indicator species present relevant to the specific habitat proportion of indicator species
type (and relative to Footnote 3 suboptimal species which may be listed in the

A |UKHab description)."

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good condition
for non-acid grassland types only.

Yes Can be managed in HMMP

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20%
B |is more than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for insects,
birds and small mammals to live and breed.

Yes Can be managed in HMMP

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for
example, rabbit warrens?.

Yes Can be managed in HMMP

Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20% and cover of scrub
(including bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.) is less than 5%.

No >5% due to residential context
Combined cover of species indicative of suboptimal condition® and physical damage

(such as excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, damaging
levels of access, or any other damaging management activities) accounts for less
E [than 5% of total area.

If any invasive non-native plant species* (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA®) are
present, this criterion is automatically failed.

Moderate condition SUDS can be achieved, as shown in the post-development

CAS copied below. The planting schedule comprises the following plants

SUDs Planting
Ahddey Botankcal haes Cmiren Mame Girth/ Din. < Heigh cm | ool Zone | Specification B m
AHH ASEparIuE HARIDMIMS Hybaa African B Lily Hoaanouns Hylanss 575 Full pan &
Axh'HE |Asseone x hybrida Honsons Joberl’ | Japaness Anamons ‘Hononine Jobar L Full pat Ll
BEBW Etagenis "Breaaingham Whits' Elzphant’s Exrs "Breasingham Whits' [N Fudl pat L
Cpe Casex penduln Penduloun Sedge E S Full pot; Jepd Lo Apsil planting; Beitiah nalive—orign Ll
Ee Enstafry ¥ sumiieass Common Spineile Tres A6 3 Branched; 4 Wiks '
G i (Gilanis trdolata Bowmnan's Resni £l Full pa &
Huh Hedlobanin 2 Fryboricus Hykeed Lortomn Rooo w Full pat &
P H W Pasdcum vimaber ‘Heawy hisal Bhex Switch Grass ‘Heavy betal &T.6L Fudl pat L
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Core Criteria - must be assessed for all urban habitat types:

Yes As per planting schedule
Vegetation structure is varied, providing opportunities for vertebrates and
A |invertebrates to live, eat and breed. A single structural habitat component or
vegetation type does not account for more than 80% of the total habitat area.
No No winter flowering
The habitat parcel contains different plant species that are beneficial for wildlife, species
B |for example flowering species providing nectar sources for a range of
invertebrates at different times of year.
Yes Can be managed by
Invasive non-native plant species (listed on Schedule 9 of WCA1) and others HMMP

which are to the detriment of native wildlife (using professional judgement)?
cover less than 5% of the total vegetated area®.

Note - to achieve Good condition, this criterion must be satisfied by a
complete absence of invasive non-native species (rather than <5%
cover).

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land only:

The parcel shows spatial variation and forms a mosaic of bare substrate PLUS:
- At least four early successional communities (a) to (i);

Communities: (a) annuals; (b) mosses/liverworts; (c) lichens; (d) ruderals; (e)
inundation species; (f) open grassland; (g) flower-rich grassland; (h) heathland,
(i) pools.

Additional Criteria - must be assessed for Bioswale and SuDS habitat types only:

Yes
E1 Plant species are mostly native. If non-native species are present, they should
not be detrimental to the habitat or native wildlife*.
Yes
£2 The vegetation is comprised of plant species suited to wetland or riparian
situations.
12449-HalsneadBiodiversity Baseline-17.06.2026-sb-V1updated Page
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5. Summary conclusion

The results of the full assessment are as follows.

AMENITYTREE

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING CONSULTANTS

. Habitat units 1.19

. Total net u.nlt Change Hedgerow units 0.00

(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) T —— 0.00
Habitat units 13.88%

(0]
TOta]' net /0 Cha'nge Hedgerow units 0.00%
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Watercourse units 0.00%

Trading rules satisfied?

Yes v

The scheme is currently not unit deficit and scores 13.88%. A Habitat

Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) is required for the created

habitats.
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Appendix 1 Habitat mapping based the UK Habitat Classification system
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UK Habitat Classification

ulb Building / developed and
sealed surface

u—1160 urban— introduced
shrub

ulb Urban garden

ulc— artificial unvegetated
unsealed surface

g4 — modified grassland

Urban trees

AMENITY TREE

The Annexe, Willow Hill Cottage,
School Lane, Burwardsley, Chester.
CH3 ONX
Tel. 01829 770075

Starship Group

Halsnead

12449

UK Habitat Classification Key - Overview

11/11/2025 1:400 - AO

TR-01-Overview Sheet V1
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Appendix 2 The Proposed public open space plans and Landscape Plans
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NOTES:
1. DO NOT SCALE FROM THIS DRAWING. ALWAYS WORK TO NOTED DIMENSIONS.
2. ALL SETTING OUT, LEVELS AND DIMENSIONS TO BE CHECKED ON SITE PRIOR TO THE
INSTALLATION OF MATERIALS AND ANY DISCREPANCIES ARE TO BE BROUGHT TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE CONTRACT ADMINISTRATOR IMMEDIATELY.
. 3. THIS DRAWING MUST BE READ WITH THE RELEVANT SPECIFICATION DOCUMENTS AND
EIFEEt TFEE WI |df|ﬂw5 r 25@;}\3?\:&?3&r&gg};c&s;sg&l:ﬁUST BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
mmr m— O Gi‘l:hl' m om m 4. THIS DRAWING IS COPYRIGHT PROTECTED AND MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE
Abbrav. Botamical Mame Common Mame Height em | Root Zone | Specification humines Abbray, Botanical Mame Common Mame Height cm | Root Fone | Specification (m2) b oS A R NLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
6. NOTE DRAWING SUITABILITY CODE SHOWN BELOW. DRAWING NOT TO BE USED FOR
Aca'Er Acer campesire ‘Elarik’ Field Maple "Elank’ 18-20 A400-450 100-200L | EHS; clear atem min. 200cm Counted CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT WITHOUT AT STATUS.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- e e e bix Az per manufaciurers specification: ncheding
| Adam hmolnchior lomerck | i SRR N s B |FcMislem heshy: dstememdn Counted 5.00% Achillea millefolium — Yamow, THIS DRAWING WAS PLOTTED ON:
Bpe-1 Betula pendula Common Siver Birch 14-16 A400-450 RB 3x; EHS; clear stem 175-300cm; 5 brks Counted 2.00% Agnimonia eupatoria — Agrimony, 11/11/2025
Bpe-2 Batula pendula Common Siver Birch Fas0 400 RA 3x; Multi-atem; bushy; 3 stems min. Counted 6.00% Betonica officinalis — Betony,
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- PSP et ettt s 12.00% Centawrsa nkgra — Common Knapwesad, REVISION HISTORY
| Ebe-2  |Cepwmbebe Commen Homboern 1w | o400 B ceersbemmin 20 Counted _ 4.00% Gakum verum — Lady's Bedstraw, DATE | REV | ZONE| DESCRIPTION | cHK
Fa Pinus Sylveatns Scols Pine 300350 RB dx; leader with laterals; feathensd Coamnted 5 (0% Geranbum pratense — Meadow Crane’s-bill, o5/n/202T 1 ‘ ‘ for Coordination ‘ MC
fﬂﬂ'.-'. Krentia “""'“::'“ - F_"E“ S‘:MIM, n/m/2025 2 General Scheme Update MC
Gree nspace Trees 8.00% Leucanthemum vulgare — Oxeye Daisy,
3.00% Medicago lupulina — Black bedick,
Girth/ Dia. cm -
Abbrev. Botanical Name Common Name Height cm | Root Zone | Specification Numier EM4 Eimersgate Seeds Mo: EM4 10.00% Plantago lanceoiata — Riowort Plantain, counted
4.00% Primmula vernis — Cowalip,
A lam Amelanchier lamarcks Jumelenmy 30350 Ra Ax; Multi-ztem; bushy; 3 stems min. Coumnted 10.00% Prunalia vulgaris — Salfnaal
Bpe-1 Betula pendula Common Sver Birch 16-18 4450 RB 3x; EHE; clear stem min. 20dcm Coamnted 10.0% Ramunculus acris — Meadow Buttercup,
Bpe-2 Betula pendula Common Silver Birch 350-400 R 3x; Multi-atem; bushy; 3 stema min. Counted 3.00% Ranunculus bulbosus — Bulbous Buttercup,
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 3,004 Rhinanthues minor — Yellow Rattle,
B pulr Betula pubeacens Doy Birch (- 350 RB dx; Multi-stem; bushy; 2 atems Counted 4.00% Rumex acetosa — Common Somel
Che-1 Carpinus betulbes Common Hombeam 10-12 J00-350 B 2x; 55; clear stem 175-200cm; 4 brks Coumted 1.00% Skawm silaus — Pepper-saxifrage,
Che-2 Carpinus betulss Common Hormbeam 16-18 A00-450 RA 3x; EHS; clear stem min. 200cm Counted 3.0dr% Sdene flos-cucull - Ragged Robin,
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ m= S e S S e ] 2.00% Taraxacwm officinale — Dandelon,
Fa-1 Fagus sylvatica Gommon Beach 14-1& A 50 45-RE] EHS; clear atem 175-200cm; & brika Coumnted 2 00% Vicla cracea — Tufted Veich
Pa Pinus Sylveatna Sools Pine -850 RB d3; beader with laterals; feathered Coamnted
Gr-1 Chuercus robur Common Oak 810 250-300 B Ju; Std; clear stem 175-30dem; 3 brks Counted
Gr-2 Cruercus robur Common Oak 1618 A00-450 RB dx; EHS; chear stem min. d0dcm Counted
Hedge
Abbrew. Botankcal Mame Commeon Mame Dl cm Height cm | Root fone | Specification n. M) {I
Readyhedge instant hedging; 35cm wide x 100cm long; pre-
F lau Prunus lsarocerasus Cherry Lawrel 100-120 Tol formed with continueous root-atrip, dense, siraight-gided, 83AT.2
[ RS S RO §CHES == L - |
Screening Planting
Girthv Dia. cm
Alpbrew, Baotanical Mame Common Mame Helght cm | Root Zone | Specification per m
A B0 Agpleniem cokopendriim Hairt's Tomgue Fem S [Full pet 4
Ee Euonymus suropasus Common Spindle Tres B0- 10D 100 Branched; & bika 2
Hmi Hakonechioa macra Japanese Foreat Grass S [Full pet 4
Hn-a Hyacnthosdea non-scripta English Bluehed 0.5 [Full pot; Sapt 1o Apl planting; British native-onigin 10
LiR BLU Liriope muscarn ‘Big Bluse' Big Bluee Lyt ‘Big Blus' =R [Fusll pet 4
(Pse Polystichum setiferum | Soft ShekdFen | | s |F#pat | a
R acu Fuscus aculsatus Bautcher's Broom 3040 3L Savaral shoots; 3 beiks
SUDs Planting
Ablbrey, Botanical Mame Common Hame LD Height cm | Root Zone | Specification perm
AHH Agapanthus Headbowrne Hybeds African Blue Ly Headbowrnse Hybeids L-T.5L [Full pet 4
Axh'HE |Anemons x hybada ‘Honorine Jobert® | Japanese Anemons 'Honorine Jobert' S [Full pet
B'BwW Bergenia ‘Bregasingham Whits' Elephant’s Ears ‘Bresaingham White' S [Full pet 4
Cpe Carey pendula Pendulous Sadge S [Full pot; Sapt 1o Apl planting; British native-onigin 4
Ee Euonymus suropasus Common Spindle Tres 4050 =R Branched; 4 bika 4
(am | Gilenia trfokata | BowmansRoot | | s  |F#pat | a
Hxzh Hellelb:omesm = hybridus Hylwid Lenten Rose =R [Full pet
Fwv'HM Panicum virgatum "‘Heavy betal Blue Switch Grasa ‘Heavy Metal 5751 [Fulll et 4
Woodland Fringe
Ablbrew. Baotanical Mame Commeon Name i om Height cm | Root Zone | Specification perm
Ae Agrimonia eupatonia Agramony =R [Full pot; Sapi 1o April planting; British native—onigin 4
Ee EABDavyITILS S4RODaRAET Common Spandle Tres G0-80 S Branched; 5 baks 3
Fme Fritilaria meleagra Enake’s Head Fritilary .50 [Full pot; Sapi 1o April planting; British native—onigin &
Gn Galanthus nivali Common Snovdnop B Grade 5/6; in the green ]
Hmi Hakonechioa macra Japanese Foreat Grass S [Full pet 3
L+ Lirertia "Highlandes bl Zealand Iris "Highlandes k= [Fulll et 4
(Racu Ruscus sculeatss  |Butchers Boom | | 3040 |3 |Severslshoots;3beks | 4 LOCATION PLAN
SAN Sanguizorba officinalis ‘Red Thunder | Great Bumnet ‘Red Thunder =R [Fusll pet &
S by Stachys byzantina Lasmiba" Ears L-T.5L [Full pet 4
Supr Succisa pratenais Devil's Bit Scablous iL [Full pot; Sapi 1o April planting; British native—onigin &
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Appendix 3 Habitat Condition Assessments / post development CAS and metric tool
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