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Heritage Statement  

 
Th i s  document  shou l d  be  r ead i n  con j unct i on  w i th  the  A r chaeo l og i ca l  as ses sment  
car r i ed  out  by  D .  Gar ner  f o r  L -P  A r chaeo l ogy .   
 
Th i s  s ta tement  i s  p r epar ed to  as ses s  the  h i s to r i ca l  and a rchaeo l og i ca l  s i gn i f i cance o f  
the  s i te  and bu i l d i ngs  a t  ‘Wood l ands ’ ,  Lodge Lane and the  i mpact  o f  p r oposa l s  f o r  
the  demol i t i on  o f  the  ex i s t i ng  dwe l l i ng  and cons t r uct i on  o f  new rep l acement  dwe l l i ng  
w i th  as soc i a ted par k i ng  and l andscap i ng .   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment  o f  S ign i f icance.  
 
The  s i te  r e l a t i ng  to  the  p r oposed app l i cat i on  has  been  i dent i f i ed  as  an  
a r chaeo l og i ca l  s i te  and the re fo re  an  a rchaeo l og i ca l  as ses sment  has  been  car r i ed  
out  to  dete r mi ne  the  s i gn i f i cance o f  th i s  and the  non-des i gnated her i tage as se t .  The  
bu i l d i ng  wh i ch  i s  known as  ‘Wood l ands ’  and the  ad j acent  gar age bu i l d i ng  wer e  l i ke l y  
to  have  been cons t ructed i n  par t  a round 1849  a l though the re  have  been s i gn i f i cant  
mod i f i cat i ons  to  both  bu i l d i ngs  between then  and now.  I t  i s  thought  that  a t  some 
po i n t  the  bu i l d i ngs  may  have been  separ ated f r om be i ng  one  bu i l d i ng  and an  
add i t i ona l  f l oo r  added to  the  gar age b l ock .  
The  bu i l d i ng  has  been  used as  a  p r i vate  dwe l l i ng  w i th  gar age/s to r e  and a l though i t  i s  
cu r rent l y  un i nhab i ted ,  the  bu i l d i ng  i s  now under  new owner sh i p .  The  b r i ck -bu i l t  
s t r uctu r es  have  been  rendered w i th i n  t he  l a s t  20  year s  and add i t i ons  to  the  f ron tage 
by  means  o f  a  por ch  and bay  w i ndows  have  been added.  Add i t i ona l l y ,  w i ndows  
have been  r ep l aced at  some po i n t  w i th  new uPVC wh i t e  w i ndows  wh i ch  i s  not  
re f l ect i ve  o f  the  o r i g i na l  pe r i od  o f  the  house .   
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The  i n te r na l  a r r angement  o f  the  house  i s  f a i r l y  t yp i ca l  o f  a  p r oper ty  o f  th i s  t ype  and 
age,  w i th  sma l l  ce l l u l a r  rooms  and l ow f l oo r  to  ce i l i ng  he i ght s  wh i ch  a r e  not  
neces sa r i l y  f i t t i ng  f o r  a  moder n  dwe l l i ng .  The r e  a r e  f ew o r i g i na l  f eatu r es  o f  i n te r es t  
i n te rna l l y  and f i re  p l aces  have  been rep l aced w i th  modern  equ i va l ent s  p r obab l y  i n  
the  1950s -60s .  
The  s i te  i s  acces sed o f f  a  f a i r l y  r ough  t r ack  and cannot  be  eas i l y  seen  f r om out s i de  
o f  the  s i te  o r  the  l oca l  a r ea .  Un t i l  t h i s  app l i cat i on  was  submi t ted ,  the r e  has  been  
ve r y  l i t t l e  t o  no  a r chaeo l og i ca l  i n te res t  i n  the  p roper ty  o r  the  s i te  wh i ch  has  meant  
that  va r i ous  a l te ra t i ons ,  add i t i ons  and mod i f i cat i ons  to  the  s i te  and bu i l d i ngs  has  
been  i mp l emented mean i ng  that  any  h i s to r i ca l  s i gn i f i cance has  been  d i m i n i shed.   
 
Outbu i l d i ngs  w i th i n  the  s i te  a re  e i the r  o f  a  fa i r l y  modern  cons t ruct i on  o r  i n  a  
d i l ap i dated s ta te  and wou l d  not  cont r i bu te  to  the  a r chaeo l og i ca l  s i gn i f i cance o f  the  
s i te .  I t  i s  be l i eved that  the  on l y  s i gn i f i cance o f  the  s i te  and i t s  bu i l t  f o r m i s  i n  the  
o r i g i na l  age o f  the  bu i l d i ngs ,  dat i ng  f rom around the  mi d  1800s .  However ,  the  va r i ous  
changes  wh i ch  the  bu i l d i ngs  have  undergone wou l d  make the i r  re tent i on  o r  
re s to r a t i on  i n s i gn i f i cant .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  the  dwe l l i ng  i s  o f  l i t t l e  a r ch i tectu r a l  mer i t  and 
i t s  re tent i on  wou l d  not  p rov i de  g reat  h i s to r i ca l  i n s i gh t  to  bu i l d i ng  methodo l ogy  o f  th i s  
pe r i od .  
 
Her i tage  Impact  Assessment .   
  
The  p r oposa l s  se t  f o r th  i n  th i s  app l i cat i on  wou l d  see  the  ent i r e ty  o f  the  ex i s t i ng  
bu i l d i ng  demol i shed and r ep l aced w i th  a  more  su i tab l e  fami l y  home,  wh i ch  re f l ect s  
l oca l  characte r  and contex t .  The r e f o r e ,  the  i mpact  on  the  non-des i gnated her i tage 
as se t  wou l d  be  s i gn i f i cant .  However ,  the  as se t  i t se l f  i s  not  par t i cu l a r l y  notab l e  o r  
wor thy  o f  ma i n ta i n i ng  a t  the  expense  o f  ach i ev i ng  a  bet te r -qua l i t y  fami l y  home.  The  
l ocat i on  o f  the  bu i l d i ng  i s  a  ma j o r  facto r  i n  rep l ac i ng  the  bu i l d i ng  as  i t  does  not  
a l l ow f o r  easy ,  sa f e  manoeuv r i ng  o f  veh i c l e s  ou t s i de  o f  the  p r oper ty .  The  p r oposed 
dwe l l i ng  w i l l  r emedy  th i s .   
A l though  i t  i s  un f o r tunate  that  the  bu i l d i ng  wou l d  be  f u l l y  demol i shed,  the  age o f  the  
p r oper ty  i s  the  on l y  s i gn i f i cant  aspect  wh i ch  has  ca l l ed  i n to  ques t i on  i t s  
a r chaeo l og i ca l  s i gn i f i cance.  The  bu i l d i ng  i t se l f  i s  not  o f  par t i cu l a r  va l ue  i n  te rms  o f  
des i gn  o r  h i s to r i ca l  content  and the re fo re  age shou l d  no t  be  the  over r i d i ng  facto r  i n  
es tab l i sh i ng  a  p roper ty ’ s  wor th .  I ndeed,  what  i s  cu r r en t l y  seen  on  the  s i te  i s  not  a  
t rue  re f l ect i on  o f  the  bu i l d i ng  wh i ch  was  on  the  s i te  i n  the  19 t h  centu ry .   
 
Jus t i f i ca t ion .  
 
I t  i s  be l i eved that  the  p r oposa l s  w i th i n  th i s  app l i cat i on  wou l d  not  cause  any  
det r i menta l  i mpact  on  the  over a l l  a r ea ,  the  l oca l  ve r nacu l a r  o r  the  Green  Be l t .  Any  
h i s to r i ca l  aspect  o f  the  cu r rent  bu i l d i ng  wou l d  be  l o s t  w i th  the  demol i t i on  o f  the  
p r oper ty ,  however  because  o f  the  h i s to r i ca l  i mprovement s ,  a l te ra t i ons  and add i t i ons  
to  the  bu i l d i ng ,  the  va l ue  o f  any  h i s to r i ca l  mer i t  w i th i n  the  bu i l d i ng  has  been  sever e l y  
dep l e ted.   
By  a l l ow i ng  the  demol i t i on  and cons t ruct i on  o f  the  new dwe l l i ng ,  the  s i te  w i l l  be  
bet te r  su i ted  to  moder n  l i v i ng  and a l though  an  o l d  bu i l d i ng  w i l l  be  l o s t ,  i t  pos ses ses  
l i t t l e  a rchaeo l og i ca l  va l ue  so  wou l d  not  be  a  s i gn i f i cant  l o s s .  The  a r chaeo l og i ca l  
as ses sment  a l r eady  car r i ed  out  f o r  th i s  p r oper ty  records  the  h i s to r i ca l  and 
a r chaeo l og i ca l  va l ue  o f  the  s i te  f o r  f u tu r e  records  wh i ch  i s  a t  a  l eve l  that  i s  
appr opr i a te  to  i t s  i mpor tance.   


