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SECTION 1 Introduction

1.1 This Note has been prepared in response to queries raised by Members of the Knowsley Council
Planning Committee on 9 October 2025 in relation to Taylor Wimpey's planning application at Chapel
Lane (Reference: 23/01037/0UT), and to inform the forthcoming site visit that will take place in advance

of the next Planning Committee.

1.2 The application proposals include up to 350 dwellings on the site, with access proposed from Chapel
Lane. The development site lies almost wholly within the neighbouring Halton Borough, but the
proposed access to the site via Chapel Lane to the west of the site falls within Knowsley Council’s
jurisdiction. The following details therefore relate to the proposed access arrangements and

associated highway works along Chapel Lane and surrounding routes.

SECTION 2 Proposed Access Arrangements and Transport / Highway
Works

2.1 Why is the Site being accessed from Chapel Lane?

2.1.1  The application site extends from Chapel Lane eastwards and across Sandy Lane, but does not extend
to Queensbury Way. The wider residential allocation within the Halton Delivery and Allocations Local
Plan (Site References W4 and W5) extends further eastwards to Queensbury Way, but this land lies

beyond the control of Taylor Wimpey, the current applicant.

2.1.2  There is no policy requirement stipulating that access to the site must be achieved via Queensbury

Way.
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Primary and emergency vehicular access is therefore proposed to be taken via Chapel Lane to the west
of the site, with additional active mode accesses proposed via Sandy Lane and connections to the

public footpath connections to Queensbury Way also included within the scheme.

The illustrative masterplan, contained in Appendix A of this note, shows the potential for a future
connection into the site to be achieved, should an access via Queensbury Way be delivered (by others)

in the future.

Knowsley Council's highways officers have confirmed that the proposed access arrangements are

acceptable to them.

Have the existing high vehicle speeds along Chapel Lane been taken into

account in the design of the proposed site access?

Yes. The proposed accesses onto Chapel Lane have been designed to achieve the required visibility
splays that reflect the recorded 85" percentile vehicle speeds of 34mph southbound and 35.2mph
northbound along Chapel Lane. Knowsley Council has recently undertaken its own speed survey along
Chapel Lane and confirmed that the results were broadly comparable with those undertaken by the

applicant (Reference Knowsley Council Highways Observations Memo dated 26 September 2025).

Knowsley Council has also confirmed that the proposed traffic calming scheme along Chapel Lane is
required to bring down existing 85" percentile vehicle speeds and improve conditions for all road

users along the link.

Drawing 216175_PD100 Rev F contained in Appendix B shows the proposed access arrangements.
Were the traffic surveys conducted during school holiday periods?

The traffic speed surveys on Chapel Lane were conducted by Automatic Traffic Counters (ATC) during

school term time (in May) — details are set out in the Transport Assessment.
What are the proposed traffic calming measures on Chapel Lane?

A package of proposed traffic calming measures along Chapel Lane has been the subject of extensive
discussion between the applicants and highways officers from both Knowsley and Halton Borough

Councils, during the determination period.

An indicative traffic calming scheme has been developed, as illustrated in Drawing 216175_SK102C-
A in Appendix C, and submitted alongside the planning application, to show the type of traffic calming
measures that could be implemented as part of the development proposals. The final traffic calming
scheme will be determined by Knowsley Council, following a separate consultation exercise, prior to

the scheme’s implementation.
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2.4.3  The proposed traffic calming scheme, as shown, could include:

Additional crossing points on Chapel Lane, to facilitate access to the PROW to the north of the
site and to Parklands and the footway on the western side of Chapel Lane to the south of the
site. The proposed crossing at the PROW will include footway build-outs to reduce the

crossing width for pedestrians.

Chicanes / build-outs at regular intervals along Chapel Lane, requiring shuttle working
arrangements, where vehicles have to give way to oncoming traffic and traffic has to slow

down to negotiate the build-out.

A series of virtual speed cushions along the length of Chapel Lane between the PROW to the
north of the site, through the bends in the Chapel Lane alignment and up to the junction of
Chapel Lane with Parklands. These will complement the existing 'SLOW' road markings,

'30mph’ roundels and coloured surfacing provided along Chapel Lane.
On carriageway cycle markings to alert drivers to the presence of cyclists along Chapel Lane.

The presence of the new site access will also help to reduce traffic speeds as vehicles slow to

turn into and out of the proposed development.

244  The detail of these measures will be refined with Knowsley Council and the Council has requested a

post-implementation speed survey is conducted (to be controlled via Planning Condition) to establish

the impact of the resultant measures with additional measures provided as required.

25  What are the other off-site measures proposed?

2.5.1 A comprehensive package of off-site transport measures are proposed, to support the development.

These include measures within Knowsley and within Halton, reflecting the location of the site. The

package of off-site measures includes the following:

vi

Vi

Traffic calming scheme on Chapel Lane (as above)

An uncontrolled crossing on Chapel Lane, near Parklands

Improvements to Sandy Lane, including an environmentally friendly lighting scheme
A signalised pedestrian crossing on Cronton Road, near Hall Lane

Cycle infrastructure along Chapel Lane / Prescot Road

A toucan crossing on Queensbury Way, near Old Upton Lane

A signalised pedestrian crossing on Queensbury Way
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2.5.2  The off-site works within Knowsley (items i to iv above) are presented in the drawings in Appendix D

2.6
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2.7.2

2.7.3

2.74

2.75

and the off-site works within Halton (items v to vii) are presented in the drawings contained in

Appendix E.
What provision will be made for pedestrians as part of the development?

The development will include networks of pedestrian and cycle networks across the site, tying into the
surrounding networks. As outlined above, pedestrians and cyclists will be able to access the site from
Chapel Lane - via the main access and the emergency access — and via Sandy Lane / Cronton Lane, via

Sandy Lane / Old Upton Lane, and via the PROW that connects into Queensbury Way.

The drawings contained within Appendix F show how the development sits within the context of the
existing active mode networks around the site and how future residents can access a range of local

facilities on foot, by cycle and/or by public transport.
How will the development improve pedestrian provision along Chapel Lane?

There is only a footway on the eastern side of Chapel Lane for much of its length. To the north of the
site, there is only an eastern footway until c.50metres south of the junction with Cronton Road where

there is also a short section of footway to the west of the carriageway.

To the south of the site, there is only a footway to the east of the carriageway until the junction with

Parklands, beyond which there are footways on both sides of the road.

Within the application site, footways will be 2.0m wide. Along the site frontage it is proposed that
north of the Emergency Vehicle Access the footway will be widened to a minimum of 2.0m up to the
proposed crossing to the existing PROW, through a combination of widening the footway into the
carriageway and through clearance of overgrown vegetation to the rear of the footway. Beyond the

PROW connection, the footway will tie into the existing provision on Chapel Lane to the north.

The section of footway between the primary vehicular site access and the Emergency Vehicle Access
will be widened to a minimum width of 1.5m, which is sufficient to enable a wheelchair user and

pedestrian to pass each other.

To the south of the vehicular site access, the proposed footway ties back into the existing footway
provision which is typically between 1.5m -2.0m wide along the length to the Parklands junction. There
are a couple of existing pinchpoints on the footway where the width drops to c.1.3-1.4m over very
short sections. Overgrown vegetation clearance along the length of Chapel Lane will be undertaken

to ensure that existing and proposed footway widths are maximised along Chapel Lane.
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Improved crossing provision will be provided on Chapel Lane at the PROW to the north of the site and

at the Parklands junction to the south of the site, as agreed with Knowsley Council’s highways officers.
What is being provided for cyclists travelling to and from the site?

The development proposals include improvements to Sandy Lane, a traffic-free route that connects
the site to Cronton to the north and Queensbury Way to the south. The proposals include a new
pedestrian crossing on Cronton Road, offering a safe, cycle-friendly route to schools and facilities in
Cronton. To the south, a toucan crossing will be provided on Queensbury Way, providing safe access
to the existing footway/cycleway on the eastern side of Queensbury Way and the facilities within Upton

Rocks and Fir Park.

In addition to these key cycle connections, segregated cycle provision will be provided on Prescot Road
to the south of the site, tying into wider cycle networks, and the proposed traffic calming scheme will
include measures to reduce vehicle speeds along the remaining sections of Chapel Lane, offering a

more conducive environment for both cyclists and pedestrians.
Who will pay and deliver the proposed improvements on Chapel Lane?

All of the proposed off-site transport improvements within Knowsley will be delivered via Section 278
agreements. These will be fully funded by the applicant and delivered as part of Conditions attached

to any approval.

Separate S278 and/or S106 contributions will be made for works proposed within Halton Borough.

What impact will the development have upon the Chapel Lane / Cronton Road
signalised junction?

The Transport Assessment (TA) submitted with the application showed that the development would
result in a 12% and 14% increase in traffic at the Chapel Lane / Cronton Road junction in the morning

and evening peak hours respectively.

However, the TA also demonstrated that the existing junction operates well within its capacity and
even with the addition of the development traffic and background traffic growth and traffic associated
with other committed developments, the junction will continue to operate well within its capacity, with

¢.30% practical reserve capacity at the junction

The maximum increase in queuing at the junction would be on Chapel Lane itself, where the forecast
queues would extend from 9 to 13 vehicles in the morning peak hour and from 7 to 10 vehicles in the

evening peak hour.
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2.10.4 Knowsley Council's and Halton Borough Council's highways officers have confirmed that the impacts
of the proposed development will be acceptable, subject to implementing the agreed package of off-

site measures and the Travel Plan.
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